EVALUATING YOUR SOURCE MATERIAL

	CRITERIA
	

	
Currency
	WHY:  It’s important to make sure your information is sufficiently up to date.  
HOW:  Check source publication and/or update dates.  
Book: book publication date
Article:  Publication citation information 
Website:  Look for “Last update/modified” date (usually at bottom of page) or copyright date.  Copyright date may not insure that the material has been updated.

	
Authority
	WHY: It’s important to know who the information is coming from so you can verify their credentials/authority on the topic, or check on whether the organization/association is reputable and objective.
HOW:  Look for author’s name or the name of the association.  Look for ways to contact the author (email, name of institution/group where he/she works, etc.) Look for purpose or mission statements.
NOTE: Sometimes a Google search for the author’s name will help you to find out more about him/her, but be careful – you want to make sure you’re Googling the right person!  

	
Accuracy
	WHY:  You don’t want to use incorrect/false information.
HOW:  Corroborate the facts/content found in one source with the information presented in a different source (or two!).  If several different, reputable sources present the same information, you can feel pretty confident that the information is accurate.  If not, you’ll know you need to do some more research.

	
Coverage
	WHY: You want to make sure the content of a source will be useful to you:
Is it telling you the same things as all of your other sources, or does it have something new and unique to offer?  You probably won’t find everything you need in one source, so look for sources that address different questions related to your research topic.
HOW:  Know what questions you want to answer so you can look for sources that address the answers. Book, website, and article TITLES will usually give you some idea about the content.  An abstract, or summary, of an article – if provided – can be helpful.  Skimming the article is always a good idea.  

	
Objectivity
	WHY:  You want to be sure you know the source’s objective:  Is its goal to inform?  Persuade?  Sell you something?  This is something to be aware of when you’re looking for information about anything – especially on the web!
HOW:  Look at the website address’s domain: .com, .gov, .org, .edu
Look for a purpose statement, mission, or introduction.  Look for evidence that the topic is well-researched:  Are there references you can follow-up on?  Is there a list of works cited at the end you could check out?

	
Relevance
	WHY:   You want to be sure the source material addresses your research topic and/or meets the requirements of your assignment.
HOW:  Be sure to know your assignment requirements before you begin your research.  Skimming the source material for content relevant to your topic is also essential.  
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