Conducting Research at Brookdale Community College

Gathering information for a paper, speech or presentation begins with the Bankier Library Website: www.brookdalecc.edu/library.
Library Catalog

· Find books, videos, eBooks and more

· Reserve books in the catalog and have them sent to Freehold or any other Brookdale location!

Library Databases

· A database is any organized body of information that can be searched.

· The library’s subscription databases contain journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, multimedia, primary sources, and more.
· From the library website, click on Databases/Articles by Topic for a list of the library’s databases.
· These databases can be accessed from any computer.  If you are off-campus, you will be prompted to enter your Brookdale ID card number to access the databases.
· Tip #1: Remember to separate all your search terms with the word “and”.
· Tip #2:  Academic Search Premier and Academic ASAP are 2 databases you can use for virtually any assignment.
Internet Resources

· Not everything on the internet is accurate!

· If you use the internet, you must evaluate the information you find:

· Who wrote the article?  Is the author qualified?

· Is the article objective or biased?  

· When was the article written?
· Tip: Use Google’s “Advanced Search” and limit the results to .gov or .edu sites in order to retrieve more reliable results.
Getting Help with Your Research

· Ask a Librarian

· Email: Fill out the online form 

· Instant Message (screen name: bankierlibhelp)

· Call the Help Desk: (732) 224-2443

Avoid Plagiarism
· Use the Plagiarism Tutorial located on the library website to learn the basics of plagiarism

Valerie Bonilla, Librarian

Student Success Center, Room 108

732.625.7056

vbonilla@brookdalecc.edu
Library Assignment

Find resources for a topic of interest or the topic college freshman.

Using keywords you can enter your query in 1 of 2 ways: use keywords “college and freshman” or the phrase “college freshman” as your search strategy.

What is your topic?_______________________________________________________________________________

1. Find a book:

Title? _________________________________________________________________________________________
Library location? ______________________________________________________________________________
Call Number? _________________________________________________________________________________
Author? _______________________________________________________________________________________
Publisher? _____________________________________________________________________________________
City of Publication? ____________________________________________________________________________
Date of Publication? ___________________________________________________________________________
2. Find multimedia (ex: videotape or DVD):

Title? __________________________________________________________________________________________
Running time? _________________________________________________________________________________
Library location? _______________________________________________________________________________
Call Number? _________________________________________________________________________________
3. Find a magazine or journal article:

Title of the magazine or journal? ________________________________________________________________
Title of the article? _____________________________________________________________________________
Date of the article? ____________________________________________________________________________
Name of the online database? _________________________________________________________________
4. Find a newspaper article:

Title of the article? _____________________________________________________________________________
Name of the newspaper? ______________________________________________________________________
Date of the newspaper? _______________________________________________________________________
Name of the database? _______________________________________________________________________
5. Find a website with a “.edu” or “.gov” domain in its address.  Use the advanced search at Google.com.

Name of the site? ______________________________________________________________________________
Address of the site? ____________________________________________________________________________
