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I.  Popular Press Articles vs. Scholarly Articles

	
	Popular
	Scholarly

	Author
	Staff-written, journalists
	Scholars and Researchers in a specific field

	Audience
	General public, non-expert readers
	Scholars and Researchers in a specific field

	Characteristics
	Easy to read; colorful; magazines/newspapers are full of ads
	Contains jargon; little/no ads in journals

	References
	Usually no references given; articles are sometimes not even signed
	List of references; in-text citations



II.  Psychology Journal Articles

A. Characteristics
· The majority of articles published in psychology journals are empirical studies.
· Empirical studies use data gathered from actual observation or experiment.  
· An empirical article is a formal summary of the experiment.  
· Psychology articles are peer-reviewed (sometimes called refereed).  This means that a panel of experts from the field have selected and approved the article for publication. 

B.  Parts of an Empirical Research Article

Abstract
A very brief summary of the research
Introduction
Puts the research in context (gives us the “big picture”)
Reviews related studies
Develops the hypothesis
Method
Describes how the research is done:	
· Who were the subjects?
· How was the experiment designed?
· What did the subjects do?
· What did you use to measure outcome?
Results
	Description of the outcome
Discussion
	Contains the interpretation and implications of the study
	Discusses the limitations of the study
	Gives you ideas of where the research on the topic should go next
References


III.  Using the PsychARTICLES Database 

Using a database is a little different than using Google or other search engines! Here are some tips:
· Do not use entire phrases or sentences in the search box
For example: do not type “how police use lie detectors”
· Use KEYWORDS 
For example: lie detectors
· If you have more than 1 keyword, separate each keyword with the word AND.
For example: “lie detectors AND police”

IV.  Using Lexis-Nexis Academic to find articles from The New York Times, Newsweek and U.S. News & World Report

· www.brookdalecc.edu/library  “Databases/ Articles by Topic” → LexisNexis Academic

· Below is the screen you will see when you enter LexisNexis.  Before searching, there are some changes we need to make in order to increase the effectiveness of the search:

 (
Change to “
In Headline and Lead Paragraphs
” 
for a more focused search
) (
Change to 
“In Publication Field”
 
)
 (
Change 
to
 “News, All (English, 
Full T
ext)”
) (
Note: 
You can specify any date range
)

· Insert you keywords into the first large box, and use the second one to specify the publication you want to search.  

· After these changes are made, click “Search” to view the results. 

V. Using Credo Reference 
Credo Reference is a database for encyclopedias and other reference books.  Use this database for background information on your topic.

VI. Citing Your Sources
· An APA Style manual is available for your use in the Student Success Center.
· Help is also available on the Bankier Library website:
www.brookdalecc.edu/library --> Citing Sources
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