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Brookdale Community College
General Education/Core Competencies 
Coordination Plan 
2011-2016

Introduction

This document provides the rationale and recommendations for coordinating general education requirements and core competency acquisition at Brookdale Community College.  The coordination of general education and core competencies will simplify the processes to assure each graduate has the skills and abilities the College has deemed necessary for a complete and relevant college education.  

This plan supports Brookdale Community College’s (2010) mission through the shared commitment to “student success and development in a socially diverse environment”.   

Purpose: 

Do all students acquire the general education skills/knowledge and the core competencies?

Facts: 

· All degree-seeking students must meet the NJ Statewide General Education requirements as articulated in the College Catalog (2010, p. 50).
· All students’ general education requirements are documented and tracked as part of a student’s graduation requirements.
· Core competencies are not tracked as part of a student’s graduation requirements.  
Challenges: 

· Currently, Brookdale operates under three separate models:
· Brookdale General Education Degree Requirements based on NJ Statewide Model
· Middle States’ General Education Requirements (Standard 12)
· Brookdale’s Core Competencies
· It is problematic to track all three models simultaneously due to category incongruence and inability to embed all categories in all programs and degree-types (e.g. Personal Development).

1.
Accreditation Requirements for General Education 

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education (2006) articulates its requirements for general education under “Standard 12: General Education”:

The institution’s curricula are designed so that students acquire and demonstrate college-level proficiency in general education and essential skills, including at least oral and written communication, scientific and quantitative reasoning, critical analysis and reasoning, and technological competency (p. 47).

The core competencies and general education categories embrace these Middle States requirements.


Core Competency Relationship to General Education 

Brookdale’s current core competencies were presented by the Core Competency Committee and approved at the September 16, 2003 Governance Forum.  They are defined as “...the essential elements of a complete and relevant education at Brookdale Community College.  They are the skills and abilities that graduates of all associate degree programs should acquire” (BCC Catalog, 2010-2011, p. 56).   

This next section will discuss how the NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model’s learning outcomes relate to the current Brookdale Core Competencies model.  

Several strategies for integrating core competencies with general education were considered.  Research indicates that the current practice held by thirteen of the eighteen (72%) other New Jersey two-year public institutions is to embed core competencies into to the NJ Statewide General Education model (see Appendix B for institutional research specifics).  















2.


Table 1: Core Competency Relationship to General Education
 (
3.
)
	EXISTING 
Core Competency
	EXISTING 
General Education Category
	RECOMMENDATION 

	Communication (C)
The student will communicate information and ideas clearly and effectively in the written and spoken form, and will demonstrate effective listening and reading skills.
	Communications (C) 
(Written and Oral Communication) 

Students will communicate effectively in both speech and writing.
	Alignment exists.   Adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.



	Mathematical/Scientific Reasoning (M) (SC)

The student will use mathematical and/or scientific skills and methods to organize information and develop and test conjectures. The student will also analyze and solve problems and interpret the results within the context of practical applications.
	Mathematics (M)
(Quantitative Knowledge and Skills)

Students will use appropriate mathematical and statistical concepts and operations to interpret data and to solve problems.
	Alignment exists.   Adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.




	
	Science (SC)
(Scientific Knowledge and Reasoning)

Students will use the scientific method of inquiry, through the acquisition of scientific knowledge.
	

	Critical Thinking

The student will think clearly, critically and creatively to analyze information, identify solutions, make logical decisions and solve problems.
	n/a – Critical Thinking is embedded in all categories.
	Critical Thinking is embedded in all courses adhering to the NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.

	Creative Expression (HU)
The student will use visual, verbal or written methods of communication to articulate a response to the arts and /or humanities.
	Humanities (HU)
(Humanistic Perspective)

Students will analyze works in the fields of art, music, or theater; literature; philosophy and/or religious studies; and/or will gain competence in the use of a foreign language.
	Alignment exists.   Adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.


	Information Literacy (IT)
  
The student will identify a need for information and collect, analyze, organize and evaluate information from a variety of sources. The student will synthesize, document and present information.
	Technology (IT)
(Technological Competency or Information Literacy)

Students will use computer systems or other appropriate forms of technology to achieve educational and personal goals.
	Alignment exists as the GE Model calls for one or the other competencies.  The NJ Statewide GE model combines the two categories.  The NJ community college Academic Officers will be recommending clarifying language for Technological Competency and Information Literacy during AY 2011.  Until further clarification is made, adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.


	Technological Literacy (IT)
  
The student will use computer systems and other appropriate forms of technology to achieve professional, educational, and personal objectives.
	
	

	Historical/ Societal Analysis 
(HI) (SS)
The student will identify and analyze historical and/or societal issues as they impact current and future trends.
	History (HI)
(Historical Perspective)

Students will understand historical events and movements in World, Western, non-Western or American societies and assess their subsequent significance.
	Alignment exists.   Adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.


	
	Social Science (SS)
(Society and Human Behavior)

Students will use social science theories and concepts to analyze human behavior and social and political institutions and to act as responsible citizens.
	

	Community and Workplace (CG) (E)

The student will demonstrate cultural sensitivity within the context of the contemporary, diverse, global community. The student will demonstrate ethical conduct and effective teamwork.
	Cultural and Global Awareness (CG)
(Diversity courses)

Students will understand the importance of a global perspective and culturally diverse peoples.
	Alignment exists.   Adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model.


	
	Ethical Dimension (E)
(Ethical Reasoning and Action)

Students will understand ethical issues and situations.
	

	Personal Development (PD)

The student will use the biological, psychological and social dimensions of health and wellness to improve and maintain physical and emotional well-being. The student will demonstrate personal, time and stress management skills. 
	n/a
	Despite the College’s support of students’ personal development (as currently defined), it is virtually impossible to ensure all graduates will have acquired these skills in their course of study at either the general education or career studies course level and even more problematic to assess at the program level.  

Recommendation is to adhere to NJ Statewide/Brookdale General Education model, but embed Personal Development skills in the First Year Experience (FYE) curricular and co-curricular offerings delivered to first-time, full-time degree-seeking students.

Personal Development would not be included or measured as part of General Education assessment, but would be included and assessed as part of the FYE program assessment.







4.
Summary

Brookdale’s General Education Model is closely aligned to Brookdale’s Core Competencies.  The skills and abilities identified in both are essentially the same, yet categorized in different group headings.  For example, our current core competency, “Community and Workplace” identifies skills and abilities in the areas of diversity and ethics.  Those same skills are present in Brookdale’s General Education model, but fall into two distinct categories—“Cultural and Global Awareness, Ethical Dimension”.  By solely using Brookdale’s General Education Model as the unified set of skills and abilities deemed essential for all students to acquire, Brookdale Community College can more effectively promote student acquisition of core learning outcomes embedded within the General Education Knowledge Areas at the program level, regardless of the degree type or number of general education credits required.  Students in A.A. programs will acquire these essential elements through their 45 general education credit requirements.  In A.S. and A.A.S. degree programs, students are exposed to the complete array of general education elements at a level appropriate to their program through both their general education requirements and their career courses.  In short, the skills and abilities to be measured have not changed, merely integrated into one, unified model for all students, regardless of degree type, known as Brookdale’s General Education Knowledge Areas.


Glossary


Curriculum Mapping

It is a process for showing curriculum-integration at the institutional, program, and course levels and identifies where students in a program or course achieve learning outcomes and core competencies.  

Curriculum mapping of core competencies will be achieved upon completion of the following actions:

· Core competencies are reexamined and aligned with the general education model.
· Course syllabi are revised to reflect appropriate relationships between course learning outcomes and newly revised core competencies.

Defining General Education

General education is “instruction that presents forms of expression, fields of knowledge, and methods of inquiry fundamental to intellectual growth and to a mature understanding of the world and of the human condition...” according to the New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C. 9A: 1-1.2), and articulated in the BCC College Regulation 5.0030R (2007).

This definition is echoed by the New Jersey Community College General Educational Philosophy (2007), “Students are empowered to meet twenty-first century challenges through learning processes that lead to knowledge acquisition, skills mastery, critical thinking, and the exercise of personal, social, and civic responsibilities” (p. 1).  Please see Appendix A for Brookdale’s General Education catalog page.

5.
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Appendix B

NJ Two-Year Colleges -- Core Competencies Inventory

	Institutions
	Core Competencies
	Source Text
	Contact Info

	Atlantic-Cape Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements and Gen Ed Goals.  (p. 39 of catalog).
	Input received from all departments resulted in an inventory of “core” competencies (indicators of essential knowledge/skill proficiency). Detailed analysis determined commonalities of course competencies found within each department and were aligned with program or general education goals (Assessment Handbook, 2009, p. 8).
	Emailed Paula Roberson, Assessment Coordinator 02/23/10.  She replied that they solely adhere to gen ed.

	Bergen Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	The Core Competencies are an outgrowth of the BCC General Education Goals... (web site)
	Spoke to Lynn Richardson 02/23/10 (Degree Auditor).  201-447-7100 x7931.  They did away with their former competencies (ex. Writing across curriculum graduation requirement) and are solely adhering to the NJ Statewide requirements.

	Burlington County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Pg. 37 of Catalog
	Called  Kathleen Strang, Assessment coordinator.  They are currently revising to solely adhere to gen ed and gen ed learning goals.  02/23/10 (609) 894-9311, ext. 1241.  (Student Learning ) Outcomes Assessment and Program Review Coordinator

	Camden County College
	Gen Ed aligned Core Competencies.  All programs are required to address each of the competencies. 
	These competencies are expressed in the general education course requirement distribution.   All programs are required to address each of the competencies.  Each course has been encoded to reflect the competencies covered.  Encodings will appear in the Academic Program Guide and the Department Master Syllabus. Competencies approved by the Faculty Assembly in August 2007. 
	Emailed Dr. Theresa Smith, Dean, Office of Curriculum Assessment.  856-227-7200 x 4983
02/23/10; 03/02/10  Spoke to Tina at x 4522 03/3/10.

	Cumberland County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Pg. 98 of Catalog
	Emailed Dr. Galbiati, VP of Academic Affairs 02/23/10.  Left a message for Dorothy Cohen 03/03/10.  Called Michael Mills x 274.  03/3/10.  He stated that they solely adopted the gen ed model.

	Essex County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Pg. 37 of Catalog
	Emailed Dr. Linfante, Dean of Educational Services, Academic Affairs 02/23/10.  He replied, "Currently, we only follow the statewide General Education Model. We made it simple."

	Gloucester County College
	Similar to Brookdale's.  Aligned to Gen Ed.
	website
	Emailed John Henzy, Provost and Vice President, Academic Services, 02/23/10.  Karen Durkin replied, "GCC does have separate core competencies in addition to the NJ General Education Foundation (see below).  They are assessed outside the general education courses but are not currently assessed as part of the degree audit for graduation.  The college is in the process of reviewing the core competencies as they relate to the NJ Gen Ed Goals...The outcome of that review is to align the college core competencies to the NJ Gen Ed Foundation & reaffirm competencies not represented."

	Hudson County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Catalog
	Emailed Dean of Academic Affairs at Hudson.  Left message for Linda Guastini 03/3/10.  They only adhere to gen ed (Reply received 03/15/10).


	Mercer County Community College
	Separate core competencies.  Assessed but not part of degree audit.
	website
	Emailed Dr. Linda Scherr, faculty and member of NJ Gen Ed Committee/NJAG at Mercer.  02/23/10.  She replied, "We revised our Gen Ed in 2005 (before the Lampitt stuff heated up) and, since we didn't like the Gen Ed categories, we added Core Competencies in parallel to the Gen Ed categories. (This makes more sense if you saw the document). Our Core Competencies were to be embedded - to the greatest extent possible - in all courses, Gen Ed and non-Gen Ed. They are assessed as well.   We do not, however, track the Core Competencies in degree audit."

	Middlesex County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Catalog
	Emailed Dr. Karen Hays, VP of Academic and Student Affairs.  02/23/10.  She replied, "Middlesex follows the general education foundation documents and does not have additional general education core competencies at this time."

	County College of Morris
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Catalog
	Emailed Dr. Dwight Smith, VP of Academic Affairs  02/23/10.  Called Jill Wells, Coordinator of Academic Advisement.  She said, "They have curriculum checklists that adhere solely adhere to gen ed."  03/15/10.  

	Ocean County College
	Exactly the same as gen ed plus "Critical Thinking".
	Catalog
	Emailed Carolyn Lafferty, Asst VP Assessment & Curriculum, 02/23/10.  She replied, "Ocean County College formally adopted the New Jersey Community College General Education Learning Goals on June 22, 2009.  Recognizing that critical thinking is foundational to these goals, OCC added Independent/Critical Thinking as a 10th goal."

	Passaic County Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	website
	Emailed Dr. Bassel Stassis, Dean of Academic Affairs, 02/23/10.  He replied, "We don't have core competencies outside of the ones in general education."

	Raritan Valley Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	website
	Called and left a message for Myra Swanson Associate Dean 03/3/2010.  She replied 03/15/10, "Besides gen. ed core competencies, RVCC has basic skills core competencies in Reading, Writing, and Math,  which are evaluated either on the basis of SAT tests or our College Placement testing."

	Salem Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements. 
	Catalog
	Emailed Dean John Steiner, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, 02/23/10.  Spoke to Mary Ellen Hassler - Asst.  Will give message to Dean.  03/3/2010.  Called Mary Ellen Hassler 03/15/2010.  Confirmed by Mark McGuire on 03/18/09.

	Sussex County Community College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	website
	Emailed Dr. Kate Douglas, Ed.D. Vice President of Academic Affairs, 02/23/10.  She replied, "At this point in Sussex County Community College’s student learning assessment process we continue to use the NJ Statewide generated General Education categories  for ‘core’ competencies."

	Union County College
	No separate core competencies.  Only Gen Ed Requirements.
	Catalog
	Emailed Dr. Wallace Smith, VP of Academic Affairs, 02/23/10.  Spoke to Shelley Webb.  She said they solely followed gen ed.  03/3/2010.

	Warren County Community College
	Separate competency statements.  All programs are required to address each of the competencies. 
	website
	Emailed Lisa Summins, Vice President for Academics & Student Services, 02/23/10.  She replied, "We state certain core competencies that are embedded in each syllabus, but in terms of student advising, the advisors work from sheets which track the NJ Gen Ed requirements. We feel comfortable that our core competencies are sufficiently included in each course of study."
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General Education

General education is “instruction that presents forms of
expression, fields of knowledge, and methods of inquiry
fundamental to intellectual growth and to the mature
understanding of the world and of the human condition as
distinguished from ‘specialized education’ which prepares e
individuals for particular occupations or specific professional
responsibilities” (N.J.A.C. 9A: 1-1.2).

e Technological Competency or
Information Literacy (IT)

e History (HI)

Cultural and Global Awareness (CG)

Ethical Dimension (E)

Students should choose their general education courses based
upon the degree sought and their transfer plans. Student
Development Specialists (Counselors) work with students to
design a plan of study and approve the plan in the name of the

All programs leading to an associate degree at Brookdale
will include a distribution of courses in the general education
portion of the curicula from the following major knowledge

areas: College.
General Education courses are marked with a (@) in the course
e Communications (C) description section of the catalog. A list of General Education
e Humanities (HU) courses by category is on pages 54-57.
e Social Sciences (SS)
e Mathematics (M) General education requirements for each degree program are
e Sciences (SC) summarized in the table below:
General Education Associate in Arts Associate in Science | Associate in Applied | Academic
Knowledge Areas (A.A) (AS) Science (A.A.S.) or Credit
Fine Arts (A.F.A.) Certificate
1| Communications ©) 9 credits 6 credits 6 credits 3 credits
[2 composition and 1 [2 composition courses] [1 composition [1
speech course] (writing) course; b composition
course may be course]
composition or speech]
2| Humanities (HU) 9 credits 3 credits” | 3 credits™
3| Social Sciences (8S) 6 credits 3 credits® 3 credits )
4| Mathematics (M) 3-8 3-8 3 eredits
Sciences (8C) @ 4-8@ 48
Technological Competency or 040 12 credits @) 040 9 eredits 3 credits
Information Literacy (IT) ©
5| History (HI) 6 credits
6| Cultural and Global Awareness 3 eredits 3 credits are 3 credits are
cG) recommended recommended
7| Ethical Dimension (E) At least one course in the student’s program of study must contain an ethical
dimension. This course, which can come from any of the above knowledge areas
or career course, should contain a component that helps the student recognize,
analyze and assess ethical issues and situations.
Additional Credits 6 credits 8 credits
Courses from any category Courses from any
category
REQUIRED GENERAL 45 30 20 6
EDUCATION CREDITS ©

@ Students must take 3 credits in Humanities and 3 credits in Social Sciences, plus an additional 3 credits in either categoty for a total of 9 credits

@ A laboratory science course is required for A.A. and A. S. degree students.

@ Technological Competency or Information Literacy can be satisfied in accordance with the Programs of Study requirements on pp. 52-53. Student
should consult a Counselor,

@ Students must complete a minimum of 12 credits to fulfill the requirements for the Mathematics (M), Sciences (SC) and Technological Competency or
Information Literacy (IT) knowledge areas.

® Students meeting this requirement while simultaneously fulfilling the General Education requirement for another knowledge area will need to take three
credits from any General Education knowledge area to satisfy the 45 credit requirement for the A.A. degree.

® Students may exceed required number of General Education credits depending on course selection for Mathematics (M), Sciences (SC) and
Technological Competency or Information Literacy (IT) or Humanities.

A description of the General Education courses that meet the requirements of each General Education category are described in
the following Programs of Study section for each degree program.




