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The documentary, Who Killed the Electric Car?, explored the reasons why the electric car never caught on with the American public. There are many "suspects" that have all contributed to the disappearance of electric cars, namely the EV1 by GM. Car companies themselves are partly responsible for disappearance. They did not feel that electric cars were profitable enough to sell because they did not have high maintenance costs so the car companies sabotaged themselves to save their profits. They denied that people wanted the car, and would only sell if the demand was there. 


The EV1s battery also had a part in its demise. The battery didn't have a long enough range going only 60-70 miles, but advancements in battery technology could make the range up to 300 miles. At the time there was also a battery that could have potentially extended the range, but it was quickly bought by Texaco. Oil companies are an obvious foe of the electric car. Oil companies buy out any technology that could potentially hurt their profits. By buying the technology that could make advancements energy saving vehicles they are saving themselves from the competition.


The California Air Resources Board repealed the ZEV mandate, which required electric cars to make up 10% of their car sales. Many people in the film have stated that it is, head of C.A.R.B., Alan Lloyd's fault that it got repealed because of his special interest with hydrogen fuel cells. Hydrogen fuel cells are also to blame because they are used by automakers to take the attention off of electric cars by introducing an alternative to gasoline even though the technology is years away.


The government also gave tax breaks to cars with poor fuel efficiency, and steered our focus towards hydrogen fuel cells instead of electric cars. Car consumers, are also to blame because we are very skeptical of electric cars, and at the time we were more interested in massive SUVs and Hummers.


In the article, "20 Truths About the GM EV1 Electric Car," by Ron Cogan are twenty facts about the EV1. Some of which were not mentioned in the movie. In this article the main reason that electric cars were never released for sale was their cost. According to the article the cost of batteries cars were "$20,000 to $30,000 for the electric vehicle models manufactured by automakers during the 1990s." These cars were too expensive to produce, and not profitable for the company.

 
In the movie most of the arguments made it seem as if there was a comspiracy against the American public by the car and oil companies, and the government. However, in the article I read the argument was mainly about numbers and profits. The movie took a much more emotional stance while the article focused on facts, and was not biased one way or the other.


Even from watching this movie and reading the article I do not know the whole truth. I doubt I will ever really know all of the factors in the death of the EV1. I do, however, believe it was more than just an issue with profits. I think that we have the technology to make an electric car that is cost effective for both the consumer and the car industry. 


There are not many things we can do to stop the titans of the car industry, and the oil industry. At the end of the day they control how much we pay for our gas, and I'm going to assume that people will buy gas out of sheer neccessity no matter how much it costs. To make the planet greener we can always resort to our bicycles or our legs. We can also try to make our voices heard with the president, and demand that the government looks into new technologies to make electric cars available to everyone. I hope one day we are not only independent from foreign oil, but oil in general. 
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