ESMP 2010


Chapter VIII

Dual Enrollment

Guiding Principles

Brookdale will improve access to higher education for the residents of Monmouth County through growth of the New Jersey Coastal Communiversity, improved articulation and transfer agreements with four-year colleges and universities, expansion of concurrent enrollment programs for high school students, and through further analysis of mission differentiation.

The College must achieve growth and expansion while preserving the concept of “One Brookdale.”

Brookdale will engage in comprehensive, innovative, and aggressive curriculum development that integrates with OBCD, distance education, the HECs, dual enrollment, articulation and transfer, library resources, technology and facilities from the early stages of development.

Definition

Dual Enrollment allows qualified high school juniors and seniors to enroll in college courses and simultaneously earn credit toward a high school diploma and a postsecondary degree.  The goal of the Dual Enrollment Program is to give qualified high school students the opportunity to experience college courses and prepare for the academic rigor of college.

The Dual Enrollment Program may be delivered in various forms.  Currently, qualified high school juniors and seniors may be released from their high school for half a day to take college-level courses at Brookdale in the Dual Enrollment Program.  The credits earned may be used toward high school and college requirements.  This program was developed and implemented in fall 2004 in response to the 12th Grade Option initiated by the New Jersey Department of Education.  Currently, ten Monmouth County school districts have signed Dual Enrollment Release Program agreements with Brookdale Community College: Keyport, Keansburg, Monmouth Regional HS, Holmdel, Freehold Regional High School District, Middletown, Henry Hudson Regional School, Red Bank Regional HS, Rumson-Fair Haven HS and Wall HS.

Brookdale has a long-standing Dual Enrollment partnership with Monmouth County Vocational School District.  Students in three of their schools/programs take Brookdale courses as a required part of their high school program.  The High Tech High School students take six Brookdale courses over the course of their junior and senior years.  The Nursing students at Middletown Vocational School come to Brookdale during their senior year and take ENGL 155 and PSYCH 106.  The Culinary Arts students take eight Brookdale Culinary Arts courses over the course of their junior and senior years.

The Dual Enrollment Program also allows select courses to be delivered at Monmouth County high schools.  The Brookdale course is offered at the high school as part of a student’s scheduled school day.  The courses are taught by high school faculty members who have been approved as Brookdale Community College adjunct instructors.  Currently, Matawan Regional High School has signed a Dual Enrollment agreement for ENGL 121, English Composition: The Writing Process.

Connection to the Mission and Matrix

Central to Brookdale Community College’s mission is the provision of affordable access to higher education for all Monmouth County residents.  The Dual Enrollment Program provides Monmouth County high school students the opportunity to gain college-level credits while completing the requirements for a high school diploma.  This early exposure to higher education, may contribute to a student’s future success academically, professionally, and personally.

Dual Enrollment is sited on the 2008 Strategic Planning Matrix as a key in Connecting to the Community.  The Dual Enrollment Program will also contribute to a growth in enrollment at the College.  Our goal is for a 20% growth in program offerings every year for the next five years.

Importance and priority within the next 5 years

The Dual Enrollment Program is an area of potential growth in enrollment given the current and social landscape.  The rise in the cost of higher education in New Jersey coupled with the Governor’s reduction in funding make the Dual Enrollment Program an appealing option for high school students and their families.  The marketing and development of the Program should be a priority for the Institution.  The College must undertake an aggressive marketing effort to expand current Dual Enrollment populations and increase information to parents of prospective students.  In addition, an increase in faculty involvement is needed to ensure the success of future Dual Enrollment offerings.  The College must respond in a timely and efficient manner to requests from Monmouth County high schools for Dual Enrollment participation, and must further support faculty and academic departments in the development of an array of courses that will expand the offerings of the Program.

On May 25, 2005, 18 New Jersey state educational and policy leaders participated in the New Jersey Education Forum in Trenton, New Jersey, to discuss ways to improve student transitions from high school to postsecondary education and careers. The forum focused on five outcomes: decreased need for remediation at the postsecondary level; increased enrollment and persistence in postsecondary education; increased academic and technical achievement at the secondary and postsecondary levels; increased attainment of postsecondary degrees, certificates or other recognized credentials; and increased entry into employment of further education.  Dual Enrollment courses were suggested as a way to move toward these five outcomes.

Strategic Action Steps

Input as to how we could best develop the Dual Enrollment Program was sought from a cross section of academic leaders.

High schools interested in implementing Dual Enrollment course(s) will contact the Office of Transfer Resources.  Transfer Resources will inform the Dean of Academic Affairs and the Dean of Enrollment Development and Student Affairs of the interest of the high school.  Transfer Resources will work with the high school to choose possible Dual Enrollment course/s. Transfer Resources will contact the appropriate Brookdale department and work with the high school and the appropriate College faculty to ensure that the high school instructor has the proper credentials to become a Brookdale adjunct.

Transfer Resources will write a Dual Enrollment agreement between BCC and the high school and have it signed by both parties.  Transfer Resources and the high school will notify potential students about the Dual Enrollment Program. Interested students will submit a Brookdale application to Transfer Resources.  Transfer Resources will work with the Registrar’s Office to enter the applications into the Colleague system.  Transfer Resources will coordinate with Recruitment Services to administer Accuplacer to the Dual Enrollment applicants.  Transfer Resources, in conjunction with Counseling, will review Accuplacer test results and provide retesting referrals to students.  Qualified students will submit a registration form and tuition payment for the course to Transfer Resources.  Transfer Resources will work with the Registrar’s Office to register students for the Dual Enrollment course and will deliver tuition payments to Accounts Payable.  Upon completion of the course, the BCC adjunct will submit the final course grade for the students.  The completed Dual Enrollment course will become a transcripted BCC course.

The number of high school faculty and BCC faculty involved with the Dual Enrollment Program will increase.  These two groups will collaborate through adjunct training and adjunct mentoring.  These groups of faculty must work collaboratively in the development of new Dual Enrollment course offerings in conjunction with the Office of Transfer Resources and Articulation.

Conversations with department chairs and faculty yielded a list of Brookdale courses to be offered through the Dual Enrollment Program.  Most of these courses are highly transferable.  The following courses will be offered to the high schools as Dual Enrollment course selections: ENGL 121, ENGL 155, ENGL 221, MATH 131, PSYC 105, PSYC 106, COMP 185, HIST 105, HIST 135, POLI 105, and SOCI 101. The department chair or designee will visit the facilities to ensure the required equipment is available prior to finalizing any agreement.

Several four-year universities already deliver dual enrollment courses to high schools in Monmouth County.  In order to compete with these programs, Brookdale must discount tuition for Dual Enrollment courses. Following are descriptions of the concurrent enrollment programs offered in Monmouth County.

Georgian Court University   Course Ahead Program

Juniors and seniors eligible for AP or Honors Level courses are eligible for Course Ahead Program. Basic Skills Placement Test is not required. A mentor from GCU is assigned to the HS faculty member who works as a GCU adjunct. The high school teacher must have a Master’s degree in the course content area. The mentor visits the class once a semester. 4 Monmouth County high schools offer GCC courses: Red Bank Catholic (Religious Studies), Manasquan HS (US History, Computer, Entrepreneurship), High Tech HS (Intermediate Spanish), Allied Health HS (Molecular and Cell Biology.) Students pay a fee of $155 per course.

Seton Hall   Project Acceleration

Seton Hall approves the high school course for college credit. As long as a junior or senior is in an approved class, they can take it for college credit by paying the tuition. The tuition is $60 per credit. 

Syracuse University   Project Advance 

Offered at Rumson-Fair Haven HS. Seniors register for a full year sequence in English (6 credits.)  Cost is $110 per credit in 2006-2007. The high school teacher is a Syracuse adjunct and must have a Master’s degree in the course content area. A Syracuse faculty member visits the HS class every semester. To qualify for the course, seniors need to have been in Honors English for previous three years.

Fairleigh Dickinson University   Middle College

High School faculty teaches the course and must have a Master’s degree, but not necessarily in the content area. Fairleigh Dickinson approves the high school course (AP or Honors level) for college credit.  At Wall HS, students need to test into the high school Honors Program. The following Wall HS courses have been approved by Fairleigh Dickinson for college credit: AP Calculus, AP Psychology, AP European History, and Honors Physics.  Tuition is $200 for a three-credit course.

Monmouth University   MODEL Program

Monmouth University reviews and approves the AP curricula used at Ocean Twp HS. Monmouth insists that the high school faculty teaching the AP course have a Master's degree, but it does not have to be in their course content area. AP classes are available to the Ocean Twp Honors students. There is no other academic requirement other than a student be in the Honors Program to qualify for the MODEL Program.  Students can choose to take the approved AP course for Monmouth credit or not.  If they take the course for college credit, they need to submit a registration form and their tuition payment.  Tuition is $60 per credit.  There is no formal application or application fee required.  Students are also encouraged to use Monmouth's library.

The Dual Enrollment Program will be aggressively marketed to all high schools in Monmouth County.  Our goal is for a 20% growth in program offerings every year for the next five years.  The Program will be marketed to parents and students in the high schools that sign a Dual Enrollment Agreement.  The Office of Transfer Resources, in conjunction with Marketing Services and Recruitment Services, will be responsible for marketing the Dual Enrollment program to all high schools in Monmouth County.  A marketing “piece” will be designed to advertise the Dual Enrollment Program to high school administrators. Monmouth County high school administrators will be invited to campus for a Dual Enrollment information session.  Once Dual Enrollment agreements are signed with specific high schools, a marketing “piece” will be designed to advertise the Dual Enrollment Program to parents and students at these specific high schools. BCC should host a Dual Enrollment information session for these parents and students.  Recruitment Services Representatives should talk up the availability of Dual Enrollment Program to all guidance counselors in the county.  When a high school signs a Dual Enrollment agreement, the Office of Transfer Resources will notify the Recruitment Services Representatives and they can talk up the Dual Enrollment program to students at the specific high schools.

An orientation session will be designed specifically for high school students enrolling in BCC courses students.  The information session should also be available to parents.  This session will be developed and delivered by a Brookdale Student Development Specialist.  Dual Enrollment students will attend this session before they begin a college level class.  Student responsibility, transfer of college credits, goal setting and college success are some topics that will be discussed.

Brookdale Community College will increase efforts on bridging the gap between high school exit and College entry standards through the Basic Skills Committee Outreach effort.  Every semester the College will host a focus group by topic with BCC faculty and high school teachers providing the opportunity to dialog about ways to improve students’ performance.  The conversation should continue through the academic year.  In order to support this effort, BCC should pursue alternative ways of funding through the Office of Grants and Institutional Development for the next five years.

Assessment and Outcomes:

The success of the Dual Enrollment Program will be assessed in different ways.  The number of high schools participating in the Dual Enrollment Program will increase over the next five years. Participation of Brookdale faculty is critical to the success of the Dual Enrollment Program.  The number of Brookdale faculty participating in the Dual Enrollment Program and their level of involvement with the program will increase.  To determine the success of the Dual Enrollment Program, Brookdale will look at the number of courses successfully completed by Dual Enrollment students.  Brookdale will also look at the number of Dual Enrollment students enrolling at Brookdale upon their high school graduation.  There will be a 20% growth in program offerings every year for the next five years.
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