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Dear Forensics Directors, Competitors and Friends:
Greetings from the IFA!  We are pleased to provide you with information about our 22nd Annual IFA tournament to be held in Rome, Italy from March 10 – 17, 2012.  Here you will find travel details and the tournament invitation will be finalized at the National Communication Association convention in November.  

For centuries, Rome has been (and still is) a crossroad of cosmopolitan culture and experience.  Rome is a perfect city for us to continue our commitment to providing students with a chance to experience new surroundings, cultural differences, view architectural treasures, and expand their appreciation of the arts.  Should you decide that you would like to visit any major attractions either inside or outside of the city, you may book excursions easily with the hotel concierge.  Walking tours and bus tours are available and they are very affordable.  
With the increasing economic challenges that we are all facing we have worked hard to secure an affordable and safe hotel that is within easy walking distance to many major attractions, has the meeting spaces that we need to run our tournament and one that provides a full breakfast for our students and attendees.  For the past two years, everyone has arranged for their own travel to/from the tournament.  This year, our hotel is located adjacent to Rome’s central train station, Termini Station.  If arriving into FCO airport, be sure to take The Leonardo Express, which departs the airport every 30 minutes.  This high-speed train will get you to the Termini Station in 30 minutes.  From there, the hotel is a 5-minute walk or a quick cab ride.  
Please let me know ASAP if you are able to join us.  We expect a wonderful turnout and look forward to a great experience for our students, our coaches, and those who choose to join us in Rome.  If any of you will be at NCA/New Orleans in November, please do attend the IFA Business meeting on Thursday, November 17 at 9:30 in the Sheraton.  A panel discussion “Perspectives on Giving Students a Voice” will follow. 
Looking forward to your participation in IFA.  

Barbara S. Baron
 President for the IFA

Hotel details will follow in the next page…
INFO ON HOTEL LOCATION:

· Situated on the Esquiline Hill, the Radisson Blu Hotel boasts the perfect location in Rome's city centre. It is adjacent to the Termini Central Railway station and two minutes from the nearest metro station, simplifying travel to the best Rome attractions and the Rome airport. This hotel's location in Rome city centre places guests within walking distance of the Colosseum and the Roman Forum, affording the perfect opportunity to explore the robust history of Rome, Italy.
Also within walking distance of hotel:
· BASILICA Di SANTA MARIA MAGGIORE

· BATHS of DIOCLETIAN

· NATIONAL MUSEUM of ROME

· REPUBLICAN WALL

· SPANISH STEPS (one mile)

· US EMBASSY (one mile)
TOURING ROME:

Small group tours of the city can be made through the Concierge, Mr Claudio delle Piane and his staff at the Radisson. He can be emailed directly at  Claudio.dellepiane@radissonblu.com 

There is also an on/off bus tour that starts at the adjacent Termini Station for €16,00.  People can get off at any stop and stay as long as they like – they can hop back on another bus when they are ready to return or continue the tour.
The bus departs every 10 minutes from Piazza del Cinquecento (the square in front of Termini Railway Station). Tickets can be purchased at the Infopoint Trambus on the square or directly on board. The 110 Open bus crosses about 40 of the most famous sights of Rome and it stops at: Quirinale, Colosseum, Bocca della verita (Mouth of Truth), Piazza Venezia, Piazza Navona, St Peter's Square, Piazza Cavour, Ara Pacis, Trevi Fountain, Via Veneto, and back to Termini Station. It works like a ‘jump on’ / jump off’ tour, and the visitor can stop at any of the above mentioned sights, as long as the ticket is used in one day. 
HOTEL RESERVATION POLICIES

We are requesting that all IFA participants stay at the Radisson Blu Hotel  The hotel is holding a block of rooms for IFA until January 31, 2012.  After this date, rooms can still be reserved at the special group rate, based on availability.   The special IFA rate (which is the LOWEST rate available at the hotel during the IFA tournament) can be reserved via the special group website or a reservation form.  Be sure to book your rooms as early as possible.  If the room block gets full, we will ask the hotel for more rooms and there needs to be ample time to do this.   The IFA block of rooms runs from March 10-March 17th.  The special rate is available 3 days before and 3 days after these dates (“shoulder” dates), but are based on availability – be sure to book early if you want to get a room on the shoulder dates.

A credit card number is needed to hold the rooms but will NOT be charged until the day you check out of the hotel.  You may also wire the money or bring a certified check for the amount of the room to the hotel, to pay for the hotel charges.
Cancellations of rooms can be made until February 10th.  After this date, a one-night fee to each reservation will be charged for cancelled rooms.  A credit card on file will be automatically charged in case of cancellation.

ROOM RATES: (all room rates include breakfast)

· Single: (one person in room) : €145

· Double: (2 people in 2-bedded room): €165
· Above rates are subject to Rome city tax, which is currently € 3,00  per person, per night (for a maximum of 10 nights).  Actual currency exchange rate on day of check-out will determine total cost.   A conservative exchange rate is currently $1.44 for  €1,00.
Check-In: 3:00 PM

Check-Out: 12:00 PM
LINK TO IFA BOOKING WEBSITE: 

http://www.radissonblu.com/booking-entrance?language=en&sitaCode=ROMZH&adults_room1=2&rooms=1&children_room1=0&arrival=10/03/2012&departure=17/03/2012&paccode=IFA
You may also contact Jill Kraatz at Experient with any questions you have regarding your hotel reservation before you book.  Her email is:  

Jill Kraatz
jill.kraatz@experientnetwork.com
760.717.5150
Account Coordinator
Please let me know if you are planning to attend.  Looking forward to seeing you in Rome!  Barbara Baron for the IFA
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