Syllabus


Code:
PHIL 215



Title:       Topics in Philosophy

Division:       Humanities         


Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description:  A more in-depth analysis of a specific philosophical topic will be undertaken in this course.  Topics will change each semester and students can re-register for the course whenever a new topic is discussed.  The number of credits will be determined by the nature of the subject matter.

Prerequisites:   Any Philosophy course or permission of the instructor.

Corequisites:   

Credits:        1-3          Lecture Credits:        1-3

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    N/A

Required Materials:   To be announced by the instructor.

Additional Time Requirements:

Intended Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies):

Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay tests, class participation and assigned papers, the student will be able to:

· describe and analyze the key concepts and philosophical issues related to the topic

· summarize, compare and contrast particular philosophers’ positions on the topic

· critically analyze various philosophical approaches to the topic

· develop and defend their own opinions on the topic

Core Competencies: Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, and Personal Development Core Competencies

In this course a particular issue in philosophy is explored in more depth.  The topic may emerge from a desire for fuller discussion of an issue raised in another philosophy course, from a need to analyze the philosophical dimensions of a current event, or from the interest of a particular instructor or group of students.  Classes will be conducted as lectures, seminars, or a combination of both.  Readings will consist of primary source materials on the chosen topic.  Evaluation will be in the form of essay tests, class participation, and/or assigned papers.  

Grading Standard:
As appropriate to the selected topic.  To be developed by the instructor, approved by the department, and made available to students before the beginning of the course.

The grading standard for this course will be as follows:
100% to 93% = A
92% to 90 = A-

89% to 87% = B+
86% to 83% = B
82% to 80 = B-
79% to 77% = C+

76% to 70% = C
69% to 60% = D
below 60% = F
course content:


As appropriate to the selected topic.  To be developed by the instructor, approved by the department, and made available to students before the beginning of the course.

Department Policies:

Departmental Policies are in alignment with College Policies.

College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:

Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.

Additional Support/Labs:  

A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help
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