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PHIL 115-DE



Title:      Introduction to Philosophy 

Division:    Social Sciences/Humanities


Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description:     Students investigate key issues in philosophy, including the nature of self, knowledge and truth, freedom and determinism, morality, the nature of the universe, the existence of God, death and afterlife, meaning and purpose.

Prerequisites: READ 092, READ 095 or passing score in reading on Basic Skills Test.

Corequisites:   N/A

Credits:        
3
             Lecture Credits: 3      

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    N/A

Welcome to the Distance Education Course: “The Examined Life” 

In its traditional mode PHIL 115 meets for 2 hours and 50 minutes a week for 15 weeks. Because you have chosen to do it as an online course, you will have only one formal orientation with the instructor. The work of the course will be done via up-to-date technology and innovative methods of student-teacher contact designed to help you master the content of the course and expand your educational horizons.
The fact that you will be doing PHIL 115 as an online course will not make the course easier--or harder. Nor will it take less time and effort than would be needed to complete the course in a classroom setting. What it will provide you is greater flexibility to learn in unique ways and at hours that suit your personal schedule.
“The Examined Life” includes 26 half-hour video episodes and the text.
Each video episode examines one of the “Great Questions” that have intrigued philosophers from antiquity to the present. Text readings have been selected to complement the episodes.
Required Materials: 

See the individual instructor’s syllabus addendum for the mandatory orientation session date, course calendar, office hours and other data necessary for communicating with the instructor.
1. Videos: 26 half-hour episodes available as streaming video on the Angel site.
2. Text: The series textbook is Philosophy, A Text with Readings by Manuel Velasquez, 11th edition. It is published by Wadsworth Publishing, a division of International Thomson Publishing company.
Additional Time Requirements:

Consult your instructor—they might require testing at the testing center.
Grading Standard:

Your course grade will be determined as follows, the exact nature and number to be determined by your instructor:

· Discussion postings
· Exams 
· Final Paper
The grading standard for this course will be as follows:
100% to 93% = A
92% to 90 = A-

89% to 87% = B+
86% to 83% = B
82% to 80 = B-
79% to 77% = C+

76% to 70% = C
69% to 60% = D
below 60% = F
Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies):

Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay test questions and a summary/analysis report on primary source readings, the student will be able to:

· describe and analyze the basic problems of philosophy in the areas of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics

· summarize philosophers’ solutions to the problems of philosophy in the areas of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics

· summarize the arguments of and critically analyze opposing views on a philosophical issue 

· develop and defend their own opinions on basic philosophical issues

Core Competencies: Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, and Personal Development Core Competencies.

What is philosophy? Philosophy is the love of wisdom. It is not about memorizing a lot of facts or accepting a set of revealed truths. Philosophy is the art of learning how to ask meaningful questions and to offer meaningful answers.
This course is an invitation to think, to question, to speculate, to reason, and to wonder. 
The only prerequisite for succeeding in this philosophical adventure is the willingness to be intellectually honest. We shall be investigating our most cherished beliefs and commitments, our notions of reality, our concepts of time and space, our ethical standards, our political affiliations, our belief in God. Some of our presumptions will bear the test, but probably others will not. Our task is to investigate them honestly and objectively, without being afraid or feeling threatened by what we may find.
Our success will be reflected by the degree to which we are able to clarify our own thinking and to understand better the thinking of others on these issues.
course content:
Unit I (This consists of lessons 1-5)
Lesson 1: What is Philosophy? 
Video:
1. Explain the distinction philosophers draw between the examined life and the unexamined life. 

2. Discuss Plato’s Myth of the Cave and its relevance to living the examined life.

3. Present at least five of the traditional aspects of the process whereby a person moves from an unexamined life to the examined life. 
4. Explain basic elements of the Socratic method and its application. 
5. Discuss the essential role that questions play in defining an examined life. 
Text: 
Sec. 1.1
1. Present four characteristics of doing philosophy as illustrated in Plato’s Myth of the Cave.
Sec. 1.2 
1. Explain the questions asked by each of the following traditional branches of Philosophy: Epistemology, Metaphysics, and Ethics.
Sec. 1.4
1. Explain the point of view taken by each of the following regarding the value of studying philosophy: Plato, Buddha, Abraham Maslow and Aristotle.
2. Explain why some feminists question the value of studying philosophy for women.

Lesson 2: What is Human Nature?
Video:
1. Discuss the traditional Greek view of human nature.
2. Discuss the Christian view of human nature and how it arose out of and differs from the Greek view.
3. Explain the implications of Darwin’s principle of natural selection on the traditional western view of human nature.
4. Discuss the significance of the existentialists’ claim that existence precedes essence. 
Text:
Sec. 2.1
1. Discuss the view that human nature is essentially self-interested including summaries of the views of Freud, Hobbes, and Schlick.
2. Explain how our views on human nature shapes our relationships with other people and the universe, and impacts our social and political philosophy. 
Sec. 2.2 
1. Present Plato’s view of the self and compare it with that of Aristotle. 
2. Explain the Traditional western religions view of human nature (Christianity, Judaism). 
3. Explain the two key ideas in Darwin’s theory of evolution.
4. Discuss several implications Darwin’s theory has for the Traditional view of human nature, including whether evolution excludes the idea that humans were created for a purpose.
5. Summarize the Existentialist view of human nature (particularly Sartre).
6. Discuss how the Existentialist view presents a challenge to the Traditional view.
7. Explain feminist objections to the Traditional view. 

Lesson 3: Is Mind Distinct from Body?
Video:
1. Explain the nature of Cartesian dualism and the problem of interactionism.
2. Discuss the traditional view of materialism and a modern refinement in Gilbert Ryle’s logical behaviorism.
3. Discuss the view of artificial intelligence, and the relevance of the Turing Test.
4. Explain the Chinese Room problem and the problems of programming common sense for artificial intelligence views.
5. Present the strengths and weaknesses of reductionists’ accounts of mental activity. 
Text: 
Sec. 2.3 
1. Summarize and present objections to Descartes dualist view of human nature. 
2. Summarize and present objections to Hobbe’s materialist (monist) view of human nature. 
3. Summarize and present objections to J.J.C. Smart’s identity theory of the mind.
4. Summarize and present objections to Gilbert Ryle’s behaviorist theory of human nature.
5. Summarize and present objections to the functionalist view of human nature. 
6. Summarize and present objections to the computer view of human nature, including the Turing Test.

Lesson 4: Is There an Enduring Self? 
Video:
1. Discuss the philosophical perplexity concerning an enduring self. 
2. Explain the role that the idea of an enduring self plays in legal, moral, and religious contexts.
3. Discuss the criterion of memory in accounting for an enduring self. 
4. Discuss the view of the enduring self as illusion.
5. Present contemporary alternative explanations to account for the idea of an enduring self.
Text: 
Sec. 2.4
1. Explain how we believe both we are and are not an enduring self. 
2. Present and discuss problems for the view that bodily continuity constitutes the enduring self.
3. Summarize and discuss problems for the traditional western view that the soul is what constitutes the enduring self.
4. Summarize and discuss problems for John Locke’s view that the memory constitutes the enduring self.
5. Summarize the Buddhist view of the self. 
6. Explain David Hume’s view of the self. 
7. Discuss the problematic implications of the no-self view.

Lesson 5: What Forms Our Identity? 
Video:
1. Present the atomistic and social views on the forming of the self. 
2. Discuss influences of the historical-social context on the forming of self. 
3. Discuss the experience of self-respect when belonging to a valued culture. 
4. Present problems of multi-culturalism in retaining minority cultural identity. 
Text: 
Sec. 2.5 
1. Summarize the atomistic, autonomous view of the self as held by Descartes and Kant.
2. Summarize alternative ways of regarding the self, including the views of Charles Taylor, Aristotle, and Hegel.
3. Discuss our dilemma in choosing between these two approaches.
4. Discuss the ramifications of choosing one or the other view.

Unit II (This consists of lessons 6-11)

Lesson 6: What is Real?
Video: 
1. Discuss the metaphysical problem of the ultimate nature of reality.
2. Explain the metaphysical views of monism, both materialism and idealism, along with dualism and pluralism.
3. Explain the view that language is the source of metaphysical confusion. 
4. Explain the distinction between realists and antirealists.
5. Discuss the claim that reality is a social construct.
Text: 
Sec. 3.1
1. Discuss what it means to say something is real. 
Sec. 3.2 
1. Summarize the position of materialism, identifying its main tenants.
2. Discuss the fundamental objection to materialism and the contribution the “dematerialization of matter” in the 20th century has made to the controversy.
3. Summarize the position of idealism, identifying its main tenants. 
4. Differentiate between subjective and objective forms of idealism.
5. Discuss several objections to the two versions of idealism.
6. Discuss whether the alternative view of dualism is a satisfactory solution.
Sec. 3.3
1. Summarize the position of pragmatism.
2. Briefly state how the practices of the pragmatists Pierce, James, and Dewey differed.
3. Discuss the pragmatic method as it applies to the determination of what is real.
4. Present possible objections to this approach.

Lesson 7: How Do We Encounter the World? 
Video: 
1. Summarize Edmund Husserl’s development of phenomenology.
2. Discuss the role of phenomenon and the significance of human subjectivity. 
3. Discuss the significance of noema and lebenswelt as well as their relationship. 
4. Summarize Heidegger’s view of human double nature, inauthenticity and determination. 
Text:
Sec. 3.6
1. Explain the outlook on reality that is shared by both existentialism and phenomenology. 
2. Summarize the views of Husserl, founder of phenomenlogy.
3. Present objections to Husserl’s approach. 
4. Summarize the position of Heidegger.
5. Present the three concerns of Kierkegaard.
6. Summarize J.P. Sartre’s position, including the meaning of “existence precedes essence.”
7. Present objections to Sartre’s approach.

Lesson 8: Do We Have Free Will? 
Video:
1. Explain the philosophical perplexity regarding the problem of determinism and freedom of the will.
2. Discuss the position of libertarianism in the free will/determinism debate.
3. Discuss compatibalism and incompatibalism in the free will/determinism debate.
4. Explain the relationship between responsibility and freedom of the will.
Text:
Sec. 3.7
1. Summarize the argument for determinism. 
2. Explain the implications of determinism as regards free will and responsibility.
3. Summarize Sartre’s argument (indeterminism) for free will.
4. Explain the implications of Sartre’s position as regards free will and responsibility.
5. Summarize the argument for compatibilism.
6. Explain the implications of this position as regards free willl and responsibility.
7. Summarize Kant’s position on free will.

Lesson 9: Is Time Real?
Video:
1. Explain the difference between felt time and objective time.
2. Discuss paradoxes regarding the nature of time.
3. Discuss absolute versus relational theories of time.
4. Explain the view of time in the theory of special relativity. 
Text:
Sec. 3.8 
1. Explain St. Augustine’s distinction between time as we experience it and time from God’s point of view.
2. Distinguish between objective and subjective views of time.
3. Discuss our need for objective time.
4. Explain why McTaggart and Smart argue that the flow of time as we experience it is unreal.
5. Summarize Kant’s view of time.
6. Summarize Henri Bergson’s argument against the reality of objective time.
7. Explain Bergson’s notion of time as “the intuition of duration.”

Lesson 10: Does God Exist?
Video:
1. Discuss St. Anslem’s ontological proof of God’s existence.
2. Discuss St. Thomas Aquinas’s cosmological proof for God’s existence.
3. Discuss William Paley and the argument from design.
4. Discuss the relevance of the big bang theory to God’s existence.
5. Discuss the problem of evil and God’s existence.
6. Discuss a sense of the sacred--secular or divine.
Text:
Sec. 4.1
1. List the six prominent dimensions of religion as suggested by Ninian Smart.
2. Differentiate between philosophy of religion and theology. 
3. Discuss the kinds of beliefs or behavior you think someone would have to adopt before you would be willing to say that the person is "religious.” 
Sec. 4.2 
1. Define theism and monotheism.
2. Analyze the ontological argument for the existence of God, pointing out its assumptions and inherent problems. 
3. Analyze the cosmological argument for the existence of God, pointing out its assumptions and inherent problems.
4. Analyze the design argument for the existence of God, pointing out its assumptions and inherent problems. 
5. Present some problems that the very concept of God, as conceived by traditional monotheism, creates.
6. Briefly summarize pantheism and panentheism.
Sec. 4.3 
1. Define atheism, identifying several contentions shared by all atheists. 
2. Present the problem of evil argument against the existence of God and possible responses.
3. Define agnosticism.
4. Briefly explain Freud’s and Kant’s explanation of why people believe in God.
Lesson 11: Can We Know God Through Experience? 
Video:
1. Discuss varieties of religious experience. 
2. Discuss recurrrent features of mystical experience.
3. Discuss the role of culture in interpreting mystical experience.
4. Discuss hyper-religiosity and temporal lobe stimulation.
5. Discuss the principle of credulity, the will to believe and the role of rationality and evidence in religious experience.
Text:
Sec. 4.4 
1. Discuss the issue of believing in God in the face of uncertainty in God’s existence. 
2. Summarize William James’s position on this issue.
3. Define mysticism, including Peter Koestenbaum’s list of the elements of the “nouminous experience.” 
Sec. 4.5 
1. Present and evaluate the religious thought of Soren Kierkegaard, including his distinction between the objective and subjective thinker, and the “leap of faith.”
2. Present and evaluate the religious thought of Paul Tillich, including his rejection of theism. 
3. Summarize feminist objections to the traditional western concept of God and religion, and alternative approaches.
4. State the basic concepts and values of Hinduism. 
5. State the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism. 
6. Present the main ideas found in Zen Buddhism.
7. Summarize the major differences between Eastern and Western thought on this topic, and give possible reasons for Western attraction to Eastern thought. 
Unit III (This consists of lessons 12-17)

Lesson 12: Is Reason the Source of Knowledge?
Video: 
1. Explain the difference between rationalism and empiricism. 
2. Discuss the significance of mathematics, particularly geometry, for rationalism. 
3. Explain the significance of innate ideas for rationalism. 
4. Discuss Plato’s Dialogue, The Meno, and its significance for the theory of innate ideas.
5. Discuss rationalism’s difficulty with experimental science/empiricism. 
Text:
Sec. 5.1
1. Discuss what it means to say a person knows something is true.
2. Discuss the question of whether knowledge requires certainty.
3. Consider how much of our knowledge depends on others, and discuss the question of whether such knowledge can be trusted.
Sec. 5.2
1. Define rationalism, and present the major contentions of rationalists. 
2. Define a priori, giving an example of an a priori claim which is about the world and an a priori claim which is not about the world. 
3. Summarize the rationalistic views of the Indian philosopher Shankara.
4. Summarize the approach and conclusions of Rene Descartes concerning knowledge, including his notion of “clear and distinct ideas.” 
5. Analyze the concept of “innate idea”, using examples.
6. Summarize Plato’s theory of the source of innate ideas.

Lesson 13: Does Knowledge Depend on Experience?
Video:
1. Summarize the general characteristics of the philosophical position of empiricism. 
2. Discuss John Locke’s empiricism and its troublesome “gap” between mental experience and the material world. 
3. Discuss George Berkeley’s solution to Locke’s “gap” and David Hume’s skepticism regarding any rational solution to Locke’s “gap.” 
4. Discuss David Hume’s skepticism regarding our knowledge of the uniformity of nature.
5. Discuss empiricism, naturalism, and science.
6. Summarize W.V. Quine’s view of contemporary empiricism and language.
Text:
Sec. 5.3
1. Define empiricism, and present the major contentions of empiricists.
2. Define a posteriori, giving an example.
3. State the fundamental epistemological problem which arises with all sensory knowledge claims. 
4. Explain Locke’s theory of knowledge, including his distinction between primary and secondary qualities. 
5. Analyze Locke’s “copy theory” solution to the problem of how we know perceptions truly represent reality.
6. Explain George Berkeley’s agreement and disagreement with John Locke. 
7. Explain what Berkeley means by “to be is to be perceived,” and how he avoids solipsism.
8. Summarize David Hume’s arguments leading to skepticism.
9. Explain how Hume takes Locke’s and Berkeley’s empiricism, and Descartes’s doubting to their logical conclusions.

Lesson 14: Does the Mind Shape the World?
Video:
1. Discuss philosophy’s scandal and Immanuel Kant’s synthesis solution of empiricism and rationalism.
2. Discuss the a priori and a posteriori in experience. 
3. Explain how the Age of Enlightenment gave way to Romanticism.
4. Discuss the relatavized a priori and the linguistic version of Kant.
5. Discuss Wilhem von Humbolt’s linguistic weltanschaung.
6. Discuss whether reality is the shadow cast by language or language is the shadow cast by reality. 
Text:
Sec. 5.4 
1. State Kant’s agreement and disagreement with Hume.
2. Discuss the implications of Kant’s view that the mind organizes incoming sensations.
3. Explain how the Romantic philosophers such as Wilhelm von Humboldt, used the Kantian approach in their philosophy.
4. Present criticisms of Kant’s theory of knowledge.
Lesson 15: How Does Science Add to Knowledge? 
Video: 
1. Summarize Francis Bacon’s method of induction. 
2. Explain Immanuel Kant’s view of a scientist as pupil or judge. 
3. Summarize Karl Popper’s criterion of falsifiability. 
4. Discuss Thomas Kuhn’s paradigms and scientific revolutions. 
5. Discuss whether science has a method or methods. 
Text:
Sec. 5.5 
1. Explain why scientific knowledge is often equated with reliable knowledge.
2. Summarize the approach of inductive reasoning, including the three features contributed by John Stuart Mill.
3. Present several examples of inductive reasoning.
4. Explain the three main problems of inductionism.
5. Explain how inductionism deals with the problem of competing generalizations.
6. Discuss the implications of the fact that the broad and fundamental theories of science (such as Darwin’s), are not established by induction alone.
7. Summarize the hypothetical method, using an example.
8. Explain how the hypothetical method brings in a new element to the scientific method.
9. Summarize Karl Popper’s contribution, the falsifiability criterion, to the scientific method. 
10. Summarize Thomas Kuhn’s consideration of the role paradigms play in scientific knowledge. 
11. List the five characteristics of a scientific theory, as stated in the text, and illustrate how they aid in differentiating science from pseudoscience.
Lesson 16: Does Science Give Us Truth? 
Video:
1. Explain the correspondence theory of truth and scientific realism. 
2. Explain the coherence theory of truth and conceptual relativism (consensus theories).
3. Explain the pragmatic theory of truth and instrumentalism. 
4. Discuss quantum mechanics’ challenge to theories of truth. 
5. Discuss Einstein’s realism versus Bohr’s instrumentalism.
6. Discuss capital “T”--Truth; or small “t” --truth? 
Text:
Sec. 6.1
1. Explain the traditional characterization of knowledge as warranted true belief.
2. Using examples, explain the three different ways in which a belief is said to be warranted. 
Sec. 6.2 
1. Summarize the correspondence theory of truth, using an example. 
2. Present a major criticism of this theory.
3. Summarize the coherence theory of truth, using an example.
4. Present a major criticism of this theory.
5. Summarize the pragmatic theory of truth, using an example. 
6. Present a major criticism of this theory.
7. Discuss the implications involved in the choice between a relative and objective theory of truth.
8. Discuss whether all three truth theories can be viewed as complementary. 
Sec. 6.3 
1. Briefly summarize the standard theory of matter.
2. Explain the instrumentalist view of scientific truth, including its position on unobservable, theoretical entities.
3. Explain the realistic view of scientific truth, including its position on unobservable, theoretical entities. 
4. Explain the conceptual relativist view of scientific truth, including its position on the standard theory of matter.
5. Match the three views of scientific truth with the three views of truth from section 6.2. 
Lesson 17: Are Interpretations True?
Video:
1. Discuss hermeneutics and its historical context.
2. Discuss Friedrich Schleiermacher and the outline of hermeneutics. 
3. Discuss Wilhelm Dilthey re-enactment and understanding versus explaining. 
4. Discuss Hans-Georg Gadamer hermeneutics and subjectivity. 
5. Discuss ideal languages: Georg Frederick Hegel & the early Wittgenstein.
6. Discuss Ludwig Wittgenstein’s language games.
Text: 
Sec. 6.4
1. Define hermeneutics.
2. Discuss the approaches of Aquinas, Schleiermacher, Dilthey and Luther regarding how a text, such as the Bible, should be interpreted. 
3. Summarize Wittgenstein’s early and later views on ideal language.
4. Analyze Gadamer’s position on the problem of true interpretation.
Unit IV (This consists of lessons 18-22)
Lesson 18: Is Morality Relative? 
Video:
1. Present examples of varying moral practices among different cultures, historical periods, and among individuals.
2. Discuss moral relativism and the apparent paradox of tolerance. 
3. Discuss moral relativism and the giving of “good reasons.”
4. Discuss emotivism and moral language versus scientific language. 
5. Discuss judging a complex situation morally versus taking specific moral action. 
Text: 
Sec. 7.1 
1. Explain the difference between ethics and morality. 
2. Briefly differentiate between the approaches of relativism, consequentialism, nonconsequentialism and virtue theories. 
Sec. 7.2 
1. Explain the difference between cultural relativism and ethical relativism.
2. Present major objections to the position of ethical relativism. 

Lesson 19: Does the End Justify the Means?
Video: 
1. Summarize the utilitarian principle of ethics. 
2. Explain the difference between qualitative and quantitative evaluations of utility.
3. Discuss how problems of prediction and measurement raise difficulties for utilitarianism.
4. Discuss whether nature has an intrinsic dignity or value.
5. Discuss whether the effects of our actions on nonhumans should count in ethics. 
Text:
Sec. 7.3
1. Summarize the consequentialist position of ethical egoism. 
2. Define the philosophical position of hedonism, contrasting it with other value theories.
3. Critically analyze ethical egoism.
4. Summarize the consequentialist position of utilitarianism, differentiating between act and rule types.
5. Critically analyze utilitarianism.

Lesson 20: Can Rules Define Morality? 
Video:
1. Distinguish autonomous and non-autonomous ethics.
2. Explain maxim, universal law, and the categorical imperative.
3. Present at least two versions of the categorical imperative.
4. Discuss applying the categorical imperative.
5. Discuss when duties conflict.
Text: 
Sec. 7.4 
1. Summarize the Scriptural Divine Command theory.
2. Present major objections to this theory. 
3. Summarize the main tenants of Natural Law Ethics, specifically the position of Thomas Aquinas.
4. Present major objections to this theory.
5. Summarize Kant’s ethical theory, including the two versions of his categorical imperative. 
6. Critically analyze Kant’s ethical theory.
7. Summarize Buddhist ethical theory, including the Four Noble Truths.
8. Point out some differences between Traditional Western Ethics and Buddhist Ethics. 

Lesson 21: Is Ethics Based on Virtue?
Video: 
1. Discuss the distinction between ethical theories such as utilitarianism and Kantianism versus virtue theories.
2. Discuss moral theories which are principle- or rule-based as opposed to those that are character-based.
3. Explain eudaimonia and its relationship to virtue.
4. Summarize Aristotle’s theory of virtues.
5. Discuss the issue of relativity in regard to virtue theories and the weaknesses of such theories in evaluating or guiding actions.
Text:
Sec. 7.5 
1. Summarize the approach of virtue ethics, contrasting it with theories which focus on principles or rules.
2. Summarize Aristotle’s ethical theory.
4. Critically analyze Aristotle’s theory.
5. Present Carol Gilligan’s contribution to the question of whether males and females approach ethical issues differently.
6. Critically discuss the view that there are different virtues for males and females.

Lesson 22: Moral Dilemmas . . . Can Ethics Help? 
Video: 
1. Discuss what a moral dilemma is.
2. Present Kantian considerations for resolving a moral dilemma. 
3. Present utilitarian considerations for resolving a moral dilemma. 
4. Present virtue ethics considerations for resolving a moral dilemma.
5. Discuss decidability and the resolution of moral dilemmas.
Text:
Sec. 7.6 
1. Apply Kantian, utilitarian, and virtue ethics to the abortion issue. 
2. Apply Kantian, utilitarian, and virtue ethics to the euthanasia issue.
Unit V (This consists of lessons 23-26)

Lesson 23: What Justifies the State?
Video:
1. Summarize the social contract theory of the state. 
2. Present Hobbes’ argument for absolutism. 
3. Explain Locke’s view of the state of nature and the purpose of government.
4. Discuss Hume’s attack on social contract theory.
5. Summarize Rawl’s new social contract theory of government.
6. Discuss communitarian theories of government.
Text:
Sec. 8.1
1. Briefly state the concerns of social philosophy.
Sec. 8.2 
1. Summarize Thomas Hobbes’ version of social contract theory.
2. Summarize John Locke’s version of social contract theory. 
3. Summarize Jean-Jaques Rousseau’s version of social contract theory.
4. Explain David Hume’s criticism of social contract theory. 
5. Summarize John Rawl’s version of social contract theory. 
6. Present the communitarian approach to social philosophy, including the views of Aristotle and Hegel.
7. Explain the feminist critique of traditional social contract theories.

Lesson 24/ What is Justice?
Video: 
1. Explain the difference between retributive and distributive justice.
2. Summarize egalitarian theories of distributive justice. 
3. Discuss justice based on merit. 
4. Discuss the socialist form of justice. 
5. Summarize Rawls’ view on justice and social welfare.
6. Summarize Nozick’s views on justice as liberty.
7. Discuss the problem of international justice.
Text: 
Sec. 8.3 
1. Define distributive justice.
2. State the principle of formal justice and discuss issues involved in its application. 
3. Summarize and critically discuss Plato’s view of justice. 
4. Summarize and critically discuss the strict egalitarian view of justice.
5. Explain the “less strict” (modified) form of egalitarianism.
6. Summarize and critically discuss Mill’s “justice as social utility” view of justice. 
7. Summarize Karl Marx’s view of justice based on need and ability, citing areas of our lives where we use this approach.
8. Present criticisms of Marx’s view. 
9. Summarize Rawl’s position of “justice as fairness.”
10. Summarize Nozick’s position of “justice as respecting people’s free choices.” 
Sec. 8.4

1.  Summarize the natural law theory of Thomas Aquinas.

2.  Explain the difference between natural law and human law, and the bearing this distinction has on the issue of civil disobedience.

3.  Discuss the meaning of a “right” and a “duty.” 

4.  Differentiate “positive” and “negative” rights, explaining the significance of the difference.

5.  Define pacifism and present arguments for and against it.

6.  Summarize the seven conditions of approaching war (jus ad bellum) and the two conditions when in war (jus in bello) of Just War Theory.

Lesson 25: What is Art? 
Video: 
1. Explain the imitation or mimesis theory of art. 
2. Discuss Plato’s criticism of art. 
3. Explain the expressive theory of art. 
4. Explain the formalist theory of art.
5. Discuss Danto’s “end of art” theory.
6. Discuss the concept of an artworld and Dickie’s theory of art. 
From Supplemental Text:
1.  Discuss the relationship between art and meaning of life.
2. Summarize the art as imitation theory. 
3. Explain the agreement and disagreement of Plato and Aristotle regarding art as imitation
4. Summarize the theory of art as expression of emotion, including Benedetto Croce’s contribution and present criticisms of this theory.
5. Explain the view of art held in common by both art as imitation and art as expression of emotion theories.
6. Summarize Clive Bell’s art as form theory and present criticisms of this theory.
7. Summarize George Dickie’s view of art as what the artworld says it is and present criticisms of this theory.
8. Present criticisms of this theory. 
9. Explain why Arthur Danto argues that art has ended.

Lesson 26: What is the Meaning of Life? 
Video:
1. Discuss mortality and the meaning of life.
2. Discuss religion as a source of meaning. 
3. Discuss human progress as the source of meaning.
4. Discuss Hegel and Marx, the systems builders.
5. Discuss Kierkegaard, existentialism, and the three stages of life.
6. Discuss Jean Paul Sartre and creating meaning. 
7. Discuss Simone de Beauvoir and the second sex.
Text:
Sec. 9.1 
Discuss the importance of the question, “does life have meaning?” 
Sec. 9.2

1. Summarize the theistic response the question of life’s meaning.
2. Discuss several questions which can be raised against the theistic response.

Sec. 9.3
1. Summarize the position that contributing to human progress can give life meaning, pointing out different ways in which this can be accomplished.
2. Critically analyze the views of Hegel and Marx regarding inevitable progress.

Sec. 9.4
Present the nihilist’s response to the question of the meaning of life.

Sec. 9.5
Summarize the view that life’s meaning is subjective, including the views of Kierkegaard and Sartre. 
Department Policies:
Department Policies are in alignment with College Policies.

College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:

Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.

Additional Support/Labs:  

Brookdale Community College is special in that it offers more student assistance programs than most colleges. Among these are access to learning assistants who tutor students, a library that supports research assignments, a writing team that helps with written assignments, and a testing center to allow optimal flexibility for individual study schedules. These and other support services will be discussed at the orientation session. 
Students--especially new students--are encouraged to read the college catalogue and the schedule published by the registration office. These contain college policies about fees, dates, reimbursements and credits. They constitute the contract between the student and the institution. 

A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help.
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