this is the honors course section addendum

Code:
PHIL 115-H



Title:       Introduction to Philosophy
Division:  Social Sciences/Humanities


Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description:     Students investigate key issues in philosophy, including the nature of self, knowledge and truth, freedom and determinism, morality, the nature of the universe, the existence of God, death and afterlife, meaning and purpose. Emphasis will be given to clarifying students’ own thinking on these issues through reading, reflection, and discussion.
Prerequisites: READ 092, READ 095 or passing score in reading on Basic Skills Test.  Also you must have one of the following:  a 3.5 GPA, or faculty recommendation, or counselor recommendation.
Corequisites:   N/A
Credits:        
3
             Lecture Credits:      3  

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    N/A
Required Materials:
Textbook:  Twenty Questions, 7th edition, by G. Lee Bowie, Meredith W. Michaels, Robert C. Solomon, eds. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt College Publishers, 2000.
Additional handouts
Additional Time Requirements:

Intended Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies):   
Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay test questions and a summary/analysis report on primary source readings, the student will be able to:

· describe and analyze the basic problems of philosophy in the areas of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics

· summarize philosophers’ solutions to the problems of philosophy in the areas of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics

· summarize the arguments of and critically analyze opposing views on a philosophical issue 

· develop and defend their own opinions on basic philosophical issues

Core Competencies: Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, and Personal Development Core Competencies.

What is philosophy? Philosophy is the love of wisdom. It is not about memorizing a lot of facts or accepting a set of revealed truths. Philosophy is the art of learning how to ask meaningful questions and to offer meaningful answers.
This course is an invitation to think, to question, to speculate, to reason, and to wonder.
The only prerequisite for succeeding in this philosophical adventure is the willingness to be intellectually honest. We shall be investigating our most cherished beliefs and commitments, our notions of reality, our concepts of time and space, our ethical standards, our political affiliations, our belief in God. Some of our presumptions will bear the test, but probably others will not. Our task is to investigate them honestly and objectively, without being afraid or feeling threatened by what we may find.
Our success will be reflected by the degree to which we are able to clarify our own thinking and to understand better the thinking of others on these issues.
Grading Standard:
The requirements for the course are as follows:
1. Class participation, consisting of leadership in class discussions and ability to 
demonstrate an understanding of course content during class discussions. (25%)
2. A research paper on an appropriate topic, to be chosen with the concurrence of
the instructor. (25%)
3. A mid-term examination.(25%)
4. A comprehensive final examination.(25%)
A minimum of 60% average is required for passing.

· Students who earn 83% or more will receive a grade of “A”

· Students between 80% and 82” will receive an “A-“

· Students between 77% and 79% will receive a “B+”

· Students between 73% and 76% will receive a “B”

· Students between 70% and 72% will receive a “B-“

· Students between 67% and 69% will receive a “C+”

· Students between 60% and 66% will receive a “C”

· Students between 55% and 59% will receive a “D”

· Students below 55% will receive an “F”
course content;
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the fundamental issues and controversies in the Western philosophical tradition through the reading and discussion of primary source materials written by a selection of major Western philosophers. The following topics will be studied:

1.  The Nature of Philosophy

2.  Scientific Knowledge
3.  Origins of the Universe

4.  Mind/Body

5.  Knowledge (Epistemology)

6.  Language

7.  Self

8.  Ethics
9.  Freedom vs. Determinism
10. Justice

11. Religion and Meaning of Life

12. Existence of God

13. Death

Department Policies:
Department Policies are in alignment with College Policies

College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.
Additional Support/Labs:  
A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help
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