this is the honors course section addendum

Code:
PHIL 227-H



Title:       Introduction to Ethics
Division:  Social Sciences/Humanities


Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description   Students will become familiar with many approaches to deciding what is “right” and “wrong” in human behavior.  The course begins with a look at several ethical theories, each intended to provide a framework for moral decision-making.  The second part of the course involves discussion of many controversial issues, such as the taking of human life, sexual behavior, abortion, business, medical practice, etc. 
Prerequisites: READ 092, READ 095 or passing score in reading on Basic Skills Test.  Also you must have one of the following: a 3.5 GPA, or faculty recommendation, or counselor recommendation.
Corequisites:   N/A
Credits:        
3
             Lecture Credits:      3  

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    N/A
Required Materials: 

Contemporary Moral Problems, 9th ed. by James E. White (Wadsworth Publishing Co., 2006)
Additional handouts
Additional Time Requirements:

Intended Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies): 
Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay test questions, journals and a summary/analysis report on primary source readings, the student will be able to: 

· explain the moral theories of the major moral philosophers

· critically analyze the major moral theories

· identify and evaluate several moral issues

· summarize and critically analyze opposing views on a moral issue 

· develop and defend their own opinion on the problems of moral philosophy

Core Competencies:  Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, Community and Workplace, and Personal Development Core Competencies.
How should people live? How should they act? This is what an ethics course is all about. These are broad questions, and not every aspect of them can be studied by ethicists. What they are chiefly concerned with is the ways in which people make decisions, why they act as they do, and what norms or guidelines ought to influence their choices. The study of ethics deals with human decision-making. To do this effectively, we cannot work in a vacuum. So we must first become aware of a variety of personal and social problems which call for reasoned, human decisions. Only in this context can we suggest what choices ought to be made.
During our term we will look at a number of personal and social issues and see the controversies that surround them. What is right or wrong? What is good or evil? What is acceptable or unacceptable behavior? In some cases we may each reach satisfying answers. In many cases we will simply learn to evaluate the reasons on both sides of the controversy. In all cases we will attempt to clarify our thinking and make up our own minds. In short, we are setting out to become ethicists. It’s not a hard job. We’ve all made moral choices in the past, and to that extent we have already been ethicists in a way. Now we may learn to make those decisions in a more consistent and systematic manner.
course content:
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the fundamental theories in ethics and their application in selected controversies.  This will be done through the reading and discussion of primary source materials written by a selection of major ethical thinkers.  Ethical theory will include at least the following: deontological ethics, utilitarianism, natural law ethics, relativism, virtue ethics, and theories of justice.  Applied ethics will include at least the following: sexuality and marriage, capital punishment, economic justice, environmental ethics, animal rights, genetic engineering and cloning, abortion, euthanasia, war and terrorism.
Grading Standard:
The requirements for the course are as follows:
1. Class participation, consisting of leadership in class discussions and ability to 
demonstrate an understanding of course content during class discussions. (25%)
2. A research paper on an appropriate topic, to be chosen with the concurrence of
the instructor. (25%)
3. A mid-term examination.(25%)
4. A comprehensive final examination.(25%)
A minimum of 60% average is required for passing.

· Students who earn 83% or more will receive a grade of “A”

· Students between 80% and 82” will receive an “A-“

· Students between 77% and 79% will receive a “B+”

· Students between 73% and 76% will receive a “B”

· Students between 70% and 72% will receive a “B-“

· Students between 67% and 69% will receive a “C+”

· Students between 60% and 66% will receive a “C”

· Students between 55% and 59% will receive a “D”

· Students below 55% will receive an “F”
N.B.  The outline for the research paper should generally follow this guideline:


A. What are the major arguments on one side of the issue?



1. What factual evidence supports this side?



2. What theoretical assumptions are implied?


B. What are the major arguments on the other side of the issue?



1. What factual evidence supports this side?



2. What theoretical assumptions are implied?


C. What other significant positions have been advocated?



1. How are they supported factually?



2. How are they supported theoretically?

D. What, in detail, is your position on this issue, and how do you support it factually and                         theoretically?



1. How might your position be challenged?



2. How might you defend against these challenges?
When submitting the research paper, all supporting documents, such as the specific outline, photocopied pages from books, website printouts, first draft, etc., should be included in the submission.

Department Policies:
Department Policies are in alignment with College Policies

College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.
Additional Support/Labs:  
A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help
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