this is the environmental course section addendum

Code:
PHIL 227



Title:       Introduction to Ethics
Division:       Humanities         


Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description:     Students will become familiar with many approaches to deciding what is “right” and “wrong” in human behavior.  The course begins with a look at several ethical theories, each intended to provide a framework for moral decision-making.  The second part of the course involves discussion of many controversial issues, such as the taking of human life, sexual behavior, abortion, business, medical practice, etc. (Certain sections of the course will be designated to focus on questions within one particular area, e.g., Business Ethics, Nursing Ethics, Environmental Ethics.  See Master Schedule for designated topics.)

Prerequisites: READ 092, READ 095 or passing score in reading on Basic Skills Test
Corequisites:   N/A
Credits:        
3
             Lecture Credits:      3  

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    N/A
This section will focus on Environmental Ethics. Over the past few decades a significant amount of philosophical research has been concerned with environmental and ecological issues. Focus will be on ethical and philosophical approaches to particular environmental ethical questions such as responsibility to future generations, the natural world and animals. Theories of environmental ethics as well as application will be explored.

Required Materials:
Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to Environmental Ethics, 3rd Ed., by Joseph R. Des Jardins, Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2001
Supplementary:  Seven Ethical Theories, by Robert Mellert, Kendall-Hunt Publishing Company, 1995 
Additional Time Requirements:

Intended Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies):
Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay test questions, journals and a summary/analysis report on primary source readings, the student will be able to: 

· explain the moral theories of the major moral philosophers

· critically analyze the major moral theories

· identify and evaluate several moral issues

· summarize and critically analyze opposing views on a moral issue 

· develop and defend their own opinion on the problems of moral philosophy

Core Competencies:  Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, Community and Workplace, and Personal Development Core Competencies.
How should people live? How should they act? This is what an ethics course is all about. These are broad questions, and not every aspect of them can be studied by ethicists. What they are chiefly concerned with is the ways in which people make decisions, why they act as they do, and what norms or guidelines ought to influence their choices. The study of ethics deals with human decision-making. To do this effectively, we cannot work in a vacuum. So we must first become aware of a variety of personal and social problems which call for reasoned, human decisions. Only in this context can we suggest what choices ought to be made.
During our term we will look at a number of personal and social issues and see the controversies that surround them. What is right or wrong? What is good or evil? What is acceptable or unacceptable behavior? In some cases we may each reach satisfying answers. In many cases we will simply learn to evaluate the reasons on both sides of the controversy. In all cases we will attempt to clarify our thinking and make up our own minds. In short, we are setting out to become ethicists. It’s not a hard job. We’ve all made moral choices in the past, and to that extent we have already been ethicists in a way. Now we may learn to make those decisions in a more consistent and systematic manner.
Grading Standard:
1) Students will take several in-class tests, the exact number and style at the discretion of the instructor.

2) Students will submit journal entries in which they express their own opinions on selected topics covered in the course.  Students should specifically comment on the readings, lectures, class discussions, and any other experience they can relate to the topic, such as TV programs, other written materials, conversations, etc.  The exact number, length and style will be determined by the instructor. Completion of the journals is required but grades will not be assigned.
3) Students must write a critical paper. The grade for this critical paper will count as equal to one test grade.

Critical Paper Assignment:

Students are required to read primary source articles on ethical issues under the direction of the instructor. A summary of each article, identification of the ethical theories implied by the author, and an evaluation of it are to be submitted to the instructor. Student should consult the instructor to learn how to obtain the articles.

The paper should be approximately 6 pages in length, typed and double-spaced. Student should use the following format:

Paragraph 1--State the title and author of the article.  State the main conclusion of the author (their thesis), and indicate whether you are going to agree or disagree with the author’s conclusions.  

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4--Present the main arguments the author gives for his/her conclusion.  Summarize/explain these reasons in your own words.  Identify factual evidence and theoretical assumptions in the articles. If you support your summary with sentences from the article, you must properly introduce them (e.g., “according to Aristotle…”) and set off any exact words in quotation marks.  

Paragraph 5, 6--Present your evaluation/analysis of the article.  State whether you agree or disagree with the author and give your supporting reasons (your thoughts on their thoughts).  Did the author present good evidence?  Did he/she overlook evidence that would seriously criticize their thesis?   Defend your position by giving good reasons.

Paragraph 7—Present your view on the ethical issue with justifying reasons.  Suggest challenges that might be offered against your position.

The above procedure must be followed for each of the articles either separately or in a combined fashion.  

The grading standard for this course will be as follows:
100% to 93% = A
92% to 90 = A-

89% to 87% = B+
86% to 83% = B
82% to 80 = B-
79% to 77% = C+

76% to 70% = C
69% to 60% = D
below 60% = F
course content:

Part One: Basic Concepts
Chapter 1: Ethics, Science, and the Environment 
1. List several environmental challenges we now face.

2. Explain why philosophy as well as science is needed to deal with these issues.

3. Discuss the question of whether science is value neutral. 

4. State the definition of Environmental Ethics as given in the text and define the following: Anthropocentric ethics, nonanthropocentric ethics, holistic ethics. 

Chapter 2: Ethical Theory and the Environment
1. Explain the three levels of abstraction involved in doing ethics.

2. Give four reasons why ethical theory is necessary in evaluating environmental controversies.

3. Summarize and evaluate the position of ethical relativism.

4. Summarize Natural Law Theory.

5. Summarize Aristotle's theory, including his teleological framework.

6. Illustrate themes in modern environmentalism which are similar to Aristotle's approach. 

7. Present several criticisms of Aristotle's approach.

8. Formulate your own opinion about the merits of natural law theory and environmental ethics.

9. Summarize the main tenants of utilitarianism.

10. Explain the difference between intrinsic and instrumental value as it concerns the position of utilitarianism. 

11. Differentiate hedonistic and preference versions of utilitarianism as regards understanding the good.

12. Present challenges in applying utilitarianism (measurement problems).

13. Present challenges to the general approach of utilitarianism (theory itself). 

14. Formulate your own opinion about the merits of utilitarianism.

15. Summarize Kant's deontological duty ethics, including what, for Kant, gives an act moral worth. 

16. Explain the two formulations of the categorical imperative.

17. Discuss the strengths of Kant's theory, and present objections that can be made against it.

18. Formulate your own opinion on Kantian ethics.

19. Explain how whether one takes a natural law, teleological or deontological ethical approach would lead to a particular position regarding social justice.

20. Summarize John Locke's conception of property rights, including how it differs from the views of a nomadic culture. 

21. Formulate your own opinion on property rights.

Part Two: Environmental Ethics as Applied Ethics
Chapter 3: Ethics and Economics: The Cases of Forests and Pollution 
1. Summarize and evaluate the ethical framework of classical economic analysis regarding environmental issues.

2. Explain the difference in purpose of the conservationist and the preservationist.

3. Explain and evaluate the following two approaches as regards ability to manage/protect wilderness: competitive free market versus expert Forest Services.

4. Summarize the positions of Randal O'Toole and Gifford Pinchot on this debate.

5. Explain why the goal for clean air and water involves acceptable risks.

6. Present William Baxter's view regarding how we should analyze environmental problems such as air pollution.

7. Explain the philosophical/value assumptions underlying the market utilitarian approach regarding pollution.

8. Differentiate and evaluate the cost-benefit analysis and the cost-effectiveness analysis, using an example.

9. State several challenges to the contemporary utilitarian economic analysis approach to environmental problems.

10. Explain the alternative sustainable economics approach, including its significant social, economic and commercial implications.

11. Formulate your own opinion regarding these issues.

Chapter 4: Responsibilities to Future Generations: Population and Consumption 
1. List several environmental problems resulting from population growth.

2. Identify several ethical issues arising from population growth.

3. Briefly explain how a natural law theorist, a utilitarian and a deontologist would approach the ethical question of our obligation to future generations.

4. Summarize and evaluate the argument from ignorance position against the view that we have responsibilities to future generations.

Summarize the disappearing beneficiaries argument against the view that we have responsibilities to future generations, and present the responses given by Annette Baier and Mary Anne Warren.

6. Summarize and evaluate the temporal location argument against the view that we have responsibilities to future generations, including a discussion of the position of Gregory Kavka.

7. Critically discuss the utilitarian approach to the issue of obligation to future generations.

8. Critically discuss the deontological (contractual) position regarding obligation to future generations.

9. Critically discuss the issue of whether, and of what kind, future generations can be said to have rights. 

10. Summarize and evaluate the position of Brian Barry regarding this issue. 

11. Discuss the question of whether we can really care about future generations, including a discussion of psychological and ethical egoism. 

12. Discuss the question of whether we are obligated to reduce consumption as an obligation to future generations, including an analysis of the sustainability paradigm.

13. Formulate your own opinion regarding our obligations to future generations.

Chapter 5: Responsibilities to the Natural World: From Anthropocentric to Nonanthropocentric Ethics 
1. Summarize the Western philosophical tradition's approach to the moral relationship between humans and the natural environment.

2. Summarize the position of Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas (Natural Law theory) on the moral standing of natural objects. 

3. Summarize Kant's position on our duties to nature. 

4. Summarize Descartes's criterion for moral standing.

5. Summarize Jeremy Bentham's position regarding moral standing.

6. Explain Lynn White Jr.'s analysis of the Western religious tradition's approach to nature.

7. Summarize and evaluate John Passmore's extension of the traditional Western approach to environmental ethical issues.

8. Summarize and evaluate William Blackstone's extension of the traditional Western approach to environmental ethical issues.

9. Explain the differences between the early anthropocentric extension approaches of Passmore and Blackstone and newer nonanthropocentric approaches.

10. Explain the difference between attributing rights and attributing duties regarding responsibilities to the natural world. 

11. Summarize and evaluate Joel Feinberg's definition of a right and his position on the rights of animals and unborn generations.

12. Summarize and evaluate Christopher Stone use of the extension of legal rights to question of the rights of natural objects. 

13. Formulate your own opinion regarding our obligations to the natural world. 

Chapter 6: Responsibilities to the Natural World: The Case for Animals 
1. Summarize the utilitarian arguments of Peter Singer concerning our ethical obligations to animals.

2. Summarize the rights-based arguments of Tom Regan concerning our ethical obligations to animals.

3. Present the ethical implications of the positions of Singer and Regan.

4. Critically discuss the animal liberation position, presenting criticisms unique to this approach.

5. Critically discuss the animal rights position, presenting criticisms unique to this approach.

6. Formulate your own opinion regarding our responsibilities to animals.

Part Three: Theories of Environmental Ethics Chapter 7: Biocentric Ethics and the Inherent Value of Life
1. Present the three problems with "ethical extensionism" which prompts some to formulate a more systematic environmental philosophy.

2. Differentiate instrumental value and intrinsic value, using an example.

3. Explain what it means to say that nature has intrinsic value. 

4. Define biocentric ethics.

5. Summarize Albert Schweitzer's reverence for life principle.

6. Explain how virtue ethics differs from conduct theories (utilitarianism, deontological theories, natural law theory).

7. Explain how recent environmental philosophies are more concerned with our attitudes rather than ethical rules/conduct.

8. Summarize Paul Taylor's biocentric theory, including his four general duties and their prioritization, and how he resolves conflicts between the interests of humans and nonhumans.

9. Present challenges to Taylor's biocentric ethics.

Chapter 8: Ecology, Wilderness, and Ethics
1. Differentiate biocentric and ecocentric ethical approaches. 

2. Give a definition of wilderness. 

3. Contrast the following general approaches to the wilderness: Judeo-Christian, nomadic culture, Puritan model, Lockean model, and romantic model. 

4. Present criticisms of the romantic model (the received view) which involve the question of whether it gives an accurate picture of wilderness.

5. Explain the debate which arises from the romantic model as regards human presence and activity.

6. Critically discuss the ethical implications of the romantic model.

7. Briefly summarize the positions of Holmes Rolston, J. Baird Callicott and Michael Nelson on this debate.

8. Give a definition of ecology.

9. Explain the organic model, including its position on environmental issues.

10. Summarize the views of the ecologists Henry Cowles and Frederick Clements. 

11. Explain the concept of an ecosystem as introduced by Arthur Tansley. 

12. List the four advantages the ecosystem approach has over the previous model.

13. Within the ecosystem model, differentiate the community model and the energy model, including their different philosophical and ethical implications.

14. Define the naturalistic fallacy, and explain how it raises a challenge for ecosystem ethics. 

15. Explain the concept holism, differentiating its metaphysical, methodological and ethical components.

16. Critically analyze the holistic approach to environmental ethics.

17. Formulate your own opinion on these issues.

Chapter 9: The Land Ethic
1. Summarize Aldo Leopold's Land Ethic, including the idea of an ecological conscience.

2. Explain how Leopold's view is not a defense of animal rights (such as that of Singer, Regan).

3. State the three elements that makes the Land Ethic philosophically attractive. 

4. Discuss the question of whether Leopold's approach is vulnerable to the naturalistic fallacy.

5. Summarize the criticisms regarding the ethical implications of Leopold's holism, and present the countering responses of Don Marietta Jon Moline.

6. Summarize the criticism of Leopold's holism that questions the meaningfulness of ecological wholes. 

7. Critically discuss J. Baird Callicott's revision and defense of Leopold's Land Ethic.

8. Formulate your own opinion on the merits of the Land Ethic.

Chapter 10: Deep Ecology
1. Give a definition of the Deep Ecology movement.

2. Explain Arne Naess's distinction between deep and shallow environmental perspectives.

3. Differentiate ecophilosophy and ecosophy. 

4. Summarize the principles of the Deep Ecology platform.

5. Explain how ecology contributes to ecophilosophy, and state two limitations of its contribution.

6. Contrast the dominant metaphysics that underlies modern industrial society with the metaphysical holism advocated by Deep Ecologists.

7. Explain how Deep Ecologist's move from metaphysical ecology to ethical and political concerns involves a rejection of a sharp epistemological distinction between a subjective and objective world.

8. Explain Deep Ecology's two ethical norms self-realization and biocentric equality, and their ethical implications.

9. Discuss the problems with presenting a precise criticism of the Deep Ecology movement. 

10. Present criticisms of Deep Ecology which focus on its critique of anthropocentrism.

Chapter 11: Social Ecology and Ecofeminism 
1. Discuss the similarities and differences between social ecology and ecofeminism.

2. Explain the differences between these approaches and Deep Ecology.

3. State the issues with which social justice is concerned. 

4. Summarize the following positions regarding social justice: Aristotle's, Utilitarianism, John Rawls's.

5. Explain what is meant by environmental justice, environmental racism, and environmental sexism.

6. Present factual evidence for the existence of environmental racism. 

7. Critically discuss Garrett Hardin's position regarding famine relief.

8. Summarize the social ecology theory of Murray Bookchin, including his understanding of social hierarchy and domination.

9. Present Murrray Bookchin's view regarding a just society.

10. Present the two main challenges which can be raised against Bookchin's position.

11. Explain how Bookchin's position offers challenges to Deep Ecology and biocentrism.

12. Summarize the position of Ecofeminism.

13. Differentiate the following: Liberal feminists, Marxist feminists, Socialist feminists, and Radical feminists

14. Summarize the position of cultural ecofeminism. 

15. Discuss the ethics of care approach used by some feminists, and its bearing on environmental issues. 

16. Present the criticisms the third wave of feminism (presented by Warren and Plumwood) makes against the earlier liberal feminism and the feminism of uncritical reversal.

17. Explain how the third wave approach is contextualistic, pluralistic, inclusive and holistic. 

18. Present challenges for social ecology and ecofeminism. 

19. Formulate your own opinion on the merits of social ecology and ecofeminism. 

Department Policies:

Department Policies are in alignment with College Policies.

College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.
Additional Support/Labs:  
A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help.

 

Fall 2009

