this is the health care ethics course section addendum

Code:
PHIL 227


Title:       Introduction to Ethics
Division:   Social Sciences/Humanities        

Department:
PHIL/POLI
Course Description:    Students will become familiar with many approaches to deciding what is “right” and “wrong” in human behavior.  The course begins with a look at several ethical theories, each intended to provide a framework for moral decision-making.  The second part of the course involves discussion of many controversial issues, such as the taking of human life, sexual behavior, abortion, business, medical practice, etc. (Certain sections of the course will be designated to focus on questions within one particular area, e.g., Business Ethics, Nursing Ethics, Environmental Ethics.  See Master Schedule for designated topics.)
Prerequisites: READ 092, READ 095 or passing score in reading on Basic Skills Test
Credits:      3 

             Lecture Credits:      3  

Lab Credits:
Lab Hours:    
Issues in health care ethics tend to be controversial these days.  Recent research, new technologies, and changing attitudes on the part of health care recipients and the public at large continually challenge our traditional norms for judgment in this field.  For those who are engaged in some aspect of delivering health care, and even for those who receive such care—and, at one time or another, that will include all of us—an in-depth look at the issues can be very important.
 

This section of PHIL 227 has been designated “Health Care Ethics” because it is scheduled especially for students of nursing and other health care professions, as well as persons already working in this field.  It is listed as a philosophy course because the ethical theories to be discussed are philosophical theories—the same ones that are discussed in the general course in ethics.  However, the examples, the case studies, and the focus in this section will be on the ethical problems that arise in health care situations.

  

In the best tradition of philosophy this course will be an interdisciplinary exploration of the issues.  Although there are no science or philosophy prerequisites, any knowledge or experiences in health care you may have will help us in our discussions.  And any previous familiarity with philosophy, even a thoughtful consideration of your own life philosophy, will also be helpful.
  

As in any ethics course, it is rare that everyone agrees on the same answers.  The value of studying ethics, therefore, is to help us explore and understand the questions, not arrive at definitive answers.  As we penetrate deeper in our analysis of the questions, we shall also see the principles that underlie our choices and the implications of those choices beyond the realm of health care.  In this way, whatever answers we give will be better answers.  And we shall be better persons for our effort.
Required Materials:
  

Intervention and Reflection:  Basic Issues in Medical Ethics, 8th ed., by Ronald Munson.
  

Supplementary handouts and videotape materials will also be required as part of the learning experience.
Additional Time Requirements:

Intended Course Learning Outcomes/Course Goals (Core Competencies):
Upon successful completion of this course, as demonstrated through the writing of essay test questions, journals and a summary/analysis report on primary source readings, the student will be able to: 

· explain the moral theories of the major moral philosophers

· critically analyze the major moral theories

· identify and evaluate several moral issues

· summarize and critically analyze opposing views on a moral issue 

· develop and defend their own opinion on the problems of moral philosophy

Core Competencies:  Communication, Critical Thinking, Creative Expression, Historical/Societal Analysis, Community and Workplace, and Personal Development Core Competencies.
How should people live? How should they act? This is what an ethics course is all about. These are broad questions, and not every aspect of them can be studied by ethicists. What they are chiefly concerned with is the ways in which people make decisions, why they act as they do, and what norms or guidelines ought to influence their choices. The study of ethics deals with human decision-making. To do this effectively, we cannot work in a vacuum. So we must first become aware of a variety of personal and social problems which call for reasoned, human decisions. Only in this context can we suggest what choices ought to be made.
During our term we will look at a number of personal and social issues and see the controversies that surround them. What is right or wrong? What is good or evil? What is acceptable or unacceptable behavior? In some cases we may each reach satisfying answers. In many cases we will simply learn to evaluate the reasons on both sides of the controversy. In all cases we will attempt to clarify our thinking and make up our own minds. In short, we are setting out to become ethicists. It’s not a hard job. We’ve all made moral choices in the past, and to that extent we have already been ethicists in a way. Now we may learn to make those decisions in a more consistent and systematic manner.

Grading Standard:
  
1) Students will take several in-class tests, the exact number and style at the discretion of the instructor.

2) Students will submit journal entries in which they express their own opinions on selected topics covered in the course.  Students should specifically comment on the readings, lectures, class discussions, and any other experience they can relate to the topic, such as TV programs, other written materials, conversations, etc.  The exact number, length and style will be determined by the instructor. Completion of the journals is required but grades will not be assigned.
3) Students must write a critical paper. The grade for this critical paper will count as equal to one test grade.

Critical Paper Assignment:

Students are required to read primary source articles on ethical issues under the direction of the instructor. A summary of each article, identification of the ethical theories implied by the author, and an evaluation of it are to be submitted to the instructor. Student should consult the instructor to learn how to obtain the articles.

The paper should be approximately 6 pages in length, typed and double-spaced. Student should use the following format:

Paragraph 1--State the title and author of the article.  State the main conclusion of the author (their thesis), and indicate whether you are going to agree or disagree with the author’s conclusions.  

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4--Present the main arguments the author gives for his/her conclusion.  Summarize/explain these reasons in your own words.  Identify factual evidence and theoretical assumptions in the articles. If you support your summary with sentences from the article, you must properly introduce them (e.g., “according to Aristotle…”) and set off any exact words in quotation marks.  

Paragraph 5, 6--Present your evaluation/analysis of the article.  State whether you agree or disagree with the author and give your supporting reasons (your thoughts on their thoughts).  Did the author present good evidence?  Did he/she overlook evidence that would seriously criticize their thesis?   Defend your position by giving good reasons.

Paragraph 7—Present your view on the ethical issue with justifying reasons.  Suggest challenges that might be offered against your position.

The above procedure must be followed for each of the articles either separately or in a combined fashion.  

The grading standard for this course will be as follows:
100% to 93% = A
92% to 90 = A-

89% to 87% = B+
86% to 83% = B
82% to 80 = B-
79% to 77% = C+

76% to 70% = C
69% to 60% = D
below 60% = F
60% = F
course content:
Part I:  Rights
Chapter 1:  Research Ethics and Informed Consent
The student will be able to state

1.  The issues involved in clinical trials for developing a regimen for pregnant,

     HIV-positive women.

2.  The issues involved in the cold-war radiation experiments.

3.  The use of institutionalized persons in experimentation, as in the Willowbrook 
                 case.

4.  The use of experimental surgery on mental patients.

5.  The use of untested, costly devises and procedures in crisis situations, such as

     heart failure.

6.  The issue of experimental surgery, as in the Baby Fae case.

7.  The problem of drug testing procedures.

8.  The definition and characteristics of informed consent.

9.  The meaning of informed and consent.

10. Ethical problems involving medical research:  placebos, therapeutic and 

      nontherapeutic research, the use of children, prisoners, the poor, fetuses, 
                  animals.

11. The inadequate representation of women as research subjects.

12. The application of ethical theory to medical research and informed consent.

13. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Chapter 2:  Physicians, Patients and Others
The student will be able to state

1.  The ethical issues in the Cowart case.

2.  A pregnant woman’s obligations to her fetus.

3.  The conflict between religious beliefs and medical treatment, as illustrated

     in the Twitchell case.

4.  The ethical implications of the policies of autonomy and paternalism.

5.  The obligation of truth-telling, dignity, and confidentiality in medicine as

     it relates to the above policies.

6.  The ethical concerns in the use of placebos.

7.  The balance of personal autonomy and the interests of others.

8.  The application of ethical theories on the issues of paternalism, truth telling,

     and confidentiality.

9.  Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Chapter 3:  HIV/AIDS
The student will be able to state

1.  The ethical issues raised in the Blair case.

2.  The ethical controversy over the compound Q trials, the acceleration of FDA
                  programs, and the democratization of biomedicine.

3.  The ethical issues raised in the Thompson case.

4.  The issue of mandatory AIDS testing and pregnancy.

5.  Why there isn’t a vaccine for AIDS.

6.  The current status of the AIDS epidemic, the remedies employed, and the

     costs and side effects of the regimen.

7.  The historical background in the diagnosis of AIDS.

8.  The biomedical aspects of AIDS, viral identification, drugs and vaccines,
                 transmission and risks, blood testing, and current data.

9.  The issue of confidentiality and notification.

10. The issue of confidentiality and health-care providers.

11. Social and educational measures intended to help in AIDS prevention.

12. Costs, insurance and discrimination issues regarding AIDS.

13. Discussion  of selected Decision Scenarios.
Chapter 4:  Race, Gender, and Medicine
The student will be able to state

1.  The story of the Tuskegee syphilis study and its ethical implications.

2.  The issues in the mammography debate.

3.  The issues in the testing for prostate cancer.

4.  The ethical issues raised by cultures in conflict.

5.  The ethical issues related to health care for African Americans.

6.  The ethical issues related to health care for Native Americans.

7.  The ethical issues related to health care for Asian Americans.

8.  The ethical issues related to health care for Hispanic Americans.

9.  The ethical issues related to health care for women.

10. The ethical issues raised by the Lee Lor case.

Part II:  Controls

Chapter 5:  Genetics Control 
The student will be able to state

1.  The status and significance of the human genome project.

2.  The problem of genetic screening and discrimination.

3.  The use and current status of gene therapy, as illustrated in the Desliva and 
                  Cutshall cases.

4.  The possibilities and issues in the use of stem cell therapy.

5.  The search for a genetic marker for Huntington’s disease and the ethical issue

      it raises.

6.  The role of genetic screening, counseling and diagnosis.

7.  The nature of prenatal genetic diagnosis and the use of selective abortion.

8.  Ethical issues created by genetic intervention.

9.  Ethical issues created by positive and negative eugenics.

10. The status and possible advantages of recombinant DNA research.

11. Special Concerns involved in altering gamete cells.

12. Problems created by genetic discrimination and biohazards.

13. The application of ethical theory to genetic research, therapy, and technology.

14. The ethical issues raised in the stem-cell debate.

15. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Chapter 6:  Reproductive Control
The student will be able to state

1.  The ethical issues involved in cloning, such as “pharming” and human clones.

2.  The issues in the Louise Brown case.

3.  The issues in the McCaughey case.

4.  The issues in post-menopausal motherhood.

5.  The issues raised by viable frozen embryos as in the Nahmani and Davis cases.

6.  The issues involved in surrogate motherhood, as in the Baby M an Calvert 
                  cases.

7.  The procedure for in vitro fertilization.

8.  Benefits and difficulties of in vitro fertilization, gene repair, frozen embryos, 
                 and gestational surrogacy.

9.  The processes and ethical implications of closing and twinning.

10. The procedure for artificial insemination.

11. The reasons for and types of artificial insemination.

12. Issues raised by artificial insemination.

13. The issues raised by surrogate pregnancy.

14. The application of ethical theory to reproductive control.

15. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Part III:  Resources
Chapter 7:  Scarce Medical Resources
The student will be able to state

1.  The issues raised by distributing organ transplants.

2.  The problems associated with the selection of candidates for scarce resources.

3.  Criteria for transplants and use of machines.

4.  The ethical issues of having a child to save a child, as in the Ayalas case.

5.  The issues raised by fetal cell implants.

6.  The ethical implication of a lottery for dealing with a drug shortage.

7.  The method of selecting a patient for dialysis.

8.  The issues involved with transplants, kidneys and machines.

9.  The application of ethical theory to the allocation of scarce medical resources.

10. The ethical issues raised in the Jensen case.

11. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Chapter 8:  Paying for Health Care
The student will be able to state

1.  The unresolved crisis in health care.

2.  The social problems of cost and delivery.

3.  The three proposed solutions and the proposed incremental solutions.

4.  Issues related to a “patients’ bill of rights.”

5.  Benefits and costs of alternative systems, e.g., Canadian system.

6.  Issues related to rationing health care, as in Oregon.

7.  Issues related to employer-mandated health care insurance, as in Massachusetts.

8.  Different rights that may pertain to health care.

9.  The application of moral rights and political rights to health care.

10. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios. 
Part IV:  Terminations
Chapter 9:  Abortion
The student will be able to state

1.  The current position of ambivalence regarding abortion and the attempts to 

     find a middle way.

2.  The opposing positions regarding partial birth abortions.

3.  The legal context in the U.S.A.:  Roe v. Wade, Webster v. Reproductive

      Health Services, and Planned Parenthood v. Casey.

4.  Reasons why women might seek abortion.

5.  The social climate before legal abortions.

6.  The conflict over RU-486.

7.  Human development and abortion.

8.  The status of the fetus.

9.  The rights of the pregnant woman.

10. The distinction between therapeutic and non-therapeutic abortion.

11. The relevance of ethical theories to abortion.

12. The ethical issues raised by the Finkbine case.

13. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
  

Chapter 10:  Impaired Infants and Medical Futility
The student will be able to state

1.  The dilemma of extreme prematurity.

2.  The context provided by the Baby Doe cases.

3.  The problem of Down’s Syndrome and Duodenal Atresia, as illustrated by the 

     Baby Owens case.

4.  The current medical status regarding Down’s Syndrome, Spina Bifida, 

     Hydrocephaly, Anencephaly, Esophageal Atresia, and Duodenal Atresia.

5.  The tests used to determine the presence of certain impairments.

6.  The ethical problems created by the above cases.

7.  The relevance of ethical theories to the problem of birth impairments.

8.  The ethical issues raised by the Baby K case.

9.  Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
  

Chapter 11:  Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide
The student will be able to state

1.  The ethical issues involved in the Quinlan case.

2.  The content of Oregon’s physician-assisted suicide law and its results.

3.  The ethical issues involved in the Cruzan case and the Supreme Court’s
                  ruling on the right to die.

4.  The issue of Dr. Kevorkian and Physician-assisted suicide.

5.  The issue of refusing food, as in the Bouvia case.

6.  The issue of direct, involuntary euthanasia, as in the Latimer case.

7.  The distinction between active and passive euthanasia.

8.  The distinction between voluntary, involuntary, and nonvoluntary euthanasia.

9.  The several definitions of death.

10. The practice in the Netherlands.

11. The elements of advance directives and their effectiveness in resolving the 

       issue of euthanasia.

12. The application of some of the major ethical theories regarding euthanasia, 
                  e.g.,  natural law, utilitarianism, Kantian and Rossian ethics.

13. Discussion of selected Decision Scenarios.
Part V:  Foundations of Bioethics:  Ethical Theories, Moral Principles, and Medical Decisions
Basic Ethical Theories
Utilitarianism

The student will be able to state

 1.  The definition and major tenets of this theory.

 2.  The contributions of Bentham and Mill.

 3.  The difference between act and rule utilitarianism.

 4.  The advantages and disadvantages of act and rule utilitarianism.

 5.  The theory of preference utilitarianism.

 6.  The strengths and weaknesses of utilitarianism.
  


Kant’s Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The meaning and implication of Kant’s two formulations of the 

      categorical imperative.

 2.  The role and types of duty in Kant’s ethics.

 3.  The implications of Kant’s ethics in the medical context.

 4.  The strengths and weaknesses of Kant’s ethics.
  


Ross’s Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The difference between moral and nonmoral properties.

 2.  The types of moral properties.

 3.  The distinction between actual duties and prima facie duties.

 4.  The implications of Ross’s ethics in a medical context.

 5.  The strengths and weaknesses of Ross’s ethics.
  


Rawls’s Theory of Justice

The student will be able to state

 1.  The ideas of “original position” and “veil of ignorance” in determining 
                   justice.

 2.  The two basic principles of justice.

 3.  The natural duties recognized in the original position.

 4.  The implications of Rawls’s ethics in a medical context.

 5.  The strengths and weaknesses of Rawls’s ethics.
  


Natural Law Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The basis of natural law ethics in classical philosophy and medieval 

      theology.

 2.  The definitions of purpose, reason and moral law.

 3.  The principle of double effect.

 4.  The principle of totality.

 5.  The implications of natural law in the medical context.

 6.  The application of natural law theory in the Roman Catholic tradition.

 7.  The strengths and weaknesses of the natural law theory.
  

Major Moral Principles

Nonmaleficence

The student will be able to state

 1.  The meaning of nonmaleficence.

 2.  Possible violations of maleficence.

 3.  Duties prescribed by maleficence.

 4.  Examples of the principle of nonmaleficence.
  


Beneficence

The student will be able to state

 1.  The meaning of beneficence.

 2.  Possible violations of beneficence.

 3.  Duties prescribed by beneficence.

 4.  Examples of the principle of beneficence.
  


Utility

The student will be able to state

 1.  The meaning of utility.

 2.  Social and individual implications of utility.

 3.  Examples of the principle of utility.

Distributive Justice

The student will be able to state

 1.  The major aspects of justice.

 2.  Formal and material principles of justice.

 3.  The meaning of the four subordinate principles of equality, need, 

     contribution and effort.
  


Autonomy

The student will be able to state

 1.  The meaning of autonomy.

 2.  The relation of autonomy and actions.

 3.  The relation of autonomy and options.

 4.  The role of autonomy in decision-making.

 5.  Possible restrictions on autonomy, such as the principles of harm,

     paternalism, legal moralism, and welfare.
  

Theories Without Principles

Virtue Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The basis for virtue ethics.

 2.  A definition of virtue.

 3.  The distinction between moral and nonmoral virtues.

 4.  The application of virtue ethics to the medical context.

 5.  The difficulties with virtue ethics.
  


Care Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The basis for care ethics.

 2.  The use of values rather than principles in care ethics.

 3.  The application of care ethics to the medical context.

 4.  The difficulties with care ethics.
  


Feminist Ethics

The student will be able to state

 1.  The basis for feminist ethics.

 2.  The role of equality in feminist ethics.

 3.  The application of feminist ethics to the medical context.

 4.  The difficulties with feminist ethics.
Retrospect
  

  

Department Policies:
Departmental Policies are in alignment with College Policies.
College Policies:
For information regarding:

· Brookdale’s Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

Please refer to the Student Handbook and BCC Catalog.
Notification for Students with Disabilities:
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify, must contact the Disabilities Services Office at 732-224-2730 or 732-842-4211 (TTY), provide appropriate documentation of the disability, and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in the documentation, can be approved.
Additional Support/Labs:  
A Learning Assistant is available 5 days each week (with varying hours each day) for individual and group tutoring and for testing.  If you have any questions about the course material or concerns about the course, please call the Learning Assistant (224-2533) for an appointment.  Drop-ins are also welcome.  Brookdale provides this added resource free of charge to all students.  Don't hesitate to take advantage of this help
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