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He said Wednesday he
was undecided whether he
was going to sign with
Minnesota.

“I haven’t gotten an offer
yet. T have no idea if I
would sign,” Light said.

“I would be giving up a
lot if T didn’t go to Mon-
mouth. I saw where Brach
and Buch got drafted so I
would probably have a
pretty big role if I went
there. It's going to take a
decent amount (from Min-
nesota) for me not to go to
Monmouth. I don’t have
any specifics yet.”

Light, who went 9-0 this
spring and helped CBA
win the NJSIAA Non-Pub-
lic A championship, its
first state championship
since 1977, did not know he
had been drafted until he
heard his mother “jumping
up and down.”

“I thought something
might be up,” said the

6-foot-5, 195-pound Light,
whose fastball has been
clocked at times in the
high 80’s this year. “She
told me I'd been drafted. I
was pretty happy.”

“I am very surprised. I
wasn’t expecting this at all.
I thought I'd get picked
(Thursday, when the draft
concludes with rounds
31-50).

“I was told by the Brew-
ers that I would get drafted
on the third day.”

Light said Minnesota
scout John Wilson had vis-
ited his house last winter
and had seen him pitch
several times this spring.

Buch and Brach were
junior right-handed co-
aces and seven-game win-
ners for the 2009 Hawks,
helping Monmouth (32-25)
gain the NCAA Regionals
for the second time in
three years.

“Negotiations will take
place but most likely I am
going to sign,” said Buch,
who was relieved the pro-
cess had ended.

“This is what I've been

working my whole life for
and it’s finally paid off. I
had a great time at Mon-
mouth University, it was a
great three years.”

Buch went 7-5 with a 4.31
ERA in 2009 when he set a
new single-season record
for strikeouts with 92.

Brach said he was fol-
lowing the draft on his
computer but, like Light, it
was Brach’s mother who
first noticed what hap-
pened.

“My mom started yelling
like, ‘Oh my God,” ” Brach
said.

“I definitely think I'm
going to sign. Nothing (has
been offered) right now.
They’re going to call me
later.”

Brach, 14-14 in his ca-
reer at Monmouth, went
7-3 with a 4.78 ERA this
season. He struck out 77
and walked 14 in 75 in-
nings.

He said after he was
drafted he was immedi-
ately contacted by his
older brother, Brad, a for-
mer Monmouth standout
who currently leads the

Midwest League in saves
with 16 for San Diego’s
Class A Fort Wayne Tin-
Caps.

“He was very excited for
me, all jacked up, all
pumped up,” Brett Brach
said.

Talerico batted .415, with
13 triples, 15 doubles, stole
24 bases in 25 attempts for
the 41-10 Jersey Blues, who
finished in third place in
the 2009 Division III
NJCAA World Series.

“The Yankees are a very
fair team,” said Talerico, a
lifelong Yankees fan. “If
they can come up with a
fair price I want to get my
career started right away
and I will sign.”

Talerico declined to be
more specific.

He said his favorite
player was Hall of Fame
centerfielder Mickey Man-
tle.

“I tried to model my
game after him,” Talerico
said. “He could do a little
bit of everything, speed,
hit for average, hit for
power, had the arm. He
had all the tools.”






